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Essential Characteristics of Outstanding Teachers: Ethics and Efficacy

Suchada Kornpetpanee

Burapha University, Thailand

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to identify the essential characteristics of outstanding
teachers by applying second-order confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) methods to data originally
analyzed by Watewong (2545).

Watewong’s study of 2,706 educators, members of six outstanding teachers evaluation
committees, and outstanding teachers holding an award from the committees, A Factor Analysis of the
Characteristics of the Outstanding teachers in Teaching Basic Education, used exploratory and first-
order confirmatory factor analysis procedures in an attempt to identify the factors underlying 75
observed teacher variables. Her results suggested eight factors, foremost among them was efficacy.

The present study re-examined Watewong’s results. Results supported Watewong'’s finding of
eight factors. However, using a second-order CFA model, and constraining the factors so that each
involved just five of the observed variables, the present study found the factors to be, in rank order:
morals and ethics; love and faith in the teaching profession; favoring democracy, appropriate
personality; self and collegial development,; organizing the learning process,; academic masterpieces;
and human relationships.

These results indicate that ethics tend to be more essential than efficacy among successful

teachers.
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