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Community Participation in Managing the Impact of Firefly Tourism in

KHLONG AMPHAWA, SAMUT SONGKHRAM Province

Suchada Kornpetpanee
Poonpong Suksawang, Wanlada Varakantsiri
Supparak Seesai, and Thattharit Thiamtham

Burapha University, Thailand

ABSTRACT

Qualitative methods were used to study conflicts stemming from increased firefly tourism in
communities bordering the Khlong Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province. It looked at community
participant in managing the impact of firefly tourism. Participants included residents, community
leaders, local government authorities, school administrators and teachers, and representatives of the
tourist industry. Data were collected via participant and non- participation observation, in-depth
interviews, group discussions and recorded informal conversations. Close coherence with Cohen and
Uphoff’s (1980) concentric model of community participation in rural development was observed,
with government and community leaders concluding that a variety of problem-solving techniques,
ongoing meetings, and sustained effort were critical factors contributing to effective community

involvement in tourism management.
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