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Abstract

Kantharawichai was a historical city of Dravarati era. The city was formed in oval shape with /double
city walls and moats. The settlement aged around 1300-1500 B.E. It was one of the most important historicat
settlement of the middle Chi river basin in Isan region. Currently, the wave of development has come ashore
at Mahasarakham particularly in education. The expansion of educational institutes has grown. Mahasarakham
University was established in 1996 and it is located in Kantharawichai-only 8 kilometers away from the
historical city. The physical and environmental states around the university and the historical lcommunity of
Kantharawichai have changed along with the growth of economy and education; however, the-changes were
occurred without any understanding of the concept of city development and preservation;.and they were
proceeded with the lack of concerns for the historical settlement.

This includes the road widening project, the change of land use from an agriculturat-area-into a residential
area, the change of public landscape, the destruction of public forest, and the-expansion.ofia commercial zone
around the historical area. With these development, physical and environmental changes, it is crucial to study
the guideline to preserve and develop the historical city of Katharawichai, Maha Sarakham. This guideline is a
framework of the city preservation and development rooted from the Understanding of values, relations, and
important components of the environments in the settlement of the historical area for a sustainable future.
There are five main conceptual frameworks including 1) the Isan settlement, 2) the landform of Thailand
from space, 3) historical conservation, 4) urban participation., The research methodology includes
1) literature reviews, 2) visual survey, focus group and'urban participation,”3) data analysis with SWOT,
4) definition of a conservation framework and landscape develepment guideline. The research found that the
valuable elements for conservation and enhancement{are 1) Isan initial settlement of ditch and didge
2) element and relationship for land form with ditch and-ridge in Khantharawichai historical area 3) landscape

conservation development guideline of ditch and ridge-of Khantharawichai historical area

Keywords : Ditch and Ridge, Khantharawichai Historical area
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