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Abstract

This article aims to study the development of university libraries in Thailand from the past to the present
and analyze the future trends of university libraries in Thailand through documentary research. Data were also
analyzed by studying primary and/secondary documents and classifying the development of university libraries
into different eras. The results showed that Thai university libraries are divided into five eras:1) the Library era
(AD 1916-1981), 2) the Library‘Automation era (AD 1981-1992), 3) the Internet Changing World era (AD 1992-2009),
4) the Cooperation Network-era (AD-1996-2021), and 5) the Knowledge Sharing to Community era (AD 2021-present).
The era that has developed rapidly and transformed libraries from their original form is the Internet Changing World
era, as it introduced technology that could connect to users quickly. Consequently, Thai university libraries had to
adapt significantly to accommodate the changing behavior of users. Libraries need to adapt not only to meet the
needs of students-and staff within the universities but also to meet the needs of the community, as university

libraries’ future ‘customers will extend beyond students and staff to include the community.
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