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ABSTRACT
Skilled labour is a part of Thai-Melayu labour mobility phenomena. This qualitative research study aims
at investigating mobility of Thai-Melayu skilled labour from southern border provinces in Thailand to Malaysia,
which focuses on studying of three main issues—causes, process and results. The research findings show that
the causes of skilled labour mobility between the two countries at both macro and micro levels, including roles
of migrant social network are meso-level causes. To serve labour mobility process, Malaysia prescribes a

policy that accepts qualified foreign skilled labour to work and stay in Malaysia in long-term duration. In terms
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of results and economic connection of skilled labour mobility, the findings show that there are also results and

connection from Malaysia to Thailand. Thai-Melayu skilled labour mobility is therefore not a loss of Thailand,

but it is a connection between migrant, original country and destination country.

Keywords: Skilled Labour, Labour Mobility, Malaysia, Thai Southern Border Provinces
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