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ABSTRACT

All schools in the World Class Standard School Project must implement their school-based curriculum
including the ASEAN curriculum in order to prepare the students to be in ASEAN Community. This research is
conducted with the following objectives: (1) to develop the ASEAN Studies Course in the Foreign Language
(English) Learning Area of school-based curriculum for upper secondary students in World Class Standard
schools; and (2) to test the effectiveness of the developed ASEAN Studies Course. The research sample
consisted of 2 classes of upper secondary students in Sura Nari Witthaya School in Nakhon Ratchasima
province, obtained by multi-stage sampling. The research process comprises 4 stages: (1) Conducting a needs
assessment study with documentary study and field study, (2) Developing the Course and reading materials,
(3) Examining World Class Standard School’s students, and (4) Improving the course based on try-out
results and recommendations. The research instruments were (1) The developed ASEAN Studies Course;
(2) A manual for conducting the course; (3) Reading materials for the Course; (4) An achievement test of
knowledge on ASEAN community; and (5) A questionnaire on attitudes toward studying the ASEAN Studies
Course, ASEAN Community, and ASEAN member countries. Statistics for data analysis were the frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test. Research findings were as follows: the developed ASEAN
Studies Course was a supplementary course for upper secondary students in World Class Standard schools.
It could be offered at Mathayom Suksa V because it was the level that was ready to prepare in language and
contents either in the first semester or the second semester, the developed reading materials for the course
comprised 12 chapters, ten of which were on individual ASEAN member countries the first chapter was the
introduction of ASEAN community, and the last chapter was the conclusion. The try-out results of the course
showed that (1) the post-learning achievement of the students was significantly higher than their pre-learning
counterpart achievement; and (2) the students’ attitudes toward the Course, toward ASEAN community, and
toward ASEAN member countries were at the moderately level.
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Introduction

Based on the reasons: 1) the establishment of
World Class Standard School Project by the Office of
the Basic Education Commission of Thailand to
upgrade the schools’ quality including their students’
achievement to be equal to World Class Standard
(Ministry of Education, 2010; Upper Secondary
Education Bureau, Office of the Basic Education
Commission Ministry of Education, 2012, p.3), the
importance of English language, and the cooperation
with world community in culture, especially ASEAN
community, for exchanging and understanding in
learning history, cultures, and information (Office of
Prime Minister, 2011, p.1), the researcher perceives
the need for development of the ASEAN Studies
Course to be offered at the upper secondary level that
students should be ready to fully participate in the
ASEAN Community, to prepare their English language
skills and knowledge on ASEAN Community and
ASEAN member countries so that they can effectively
compete in the ASEAN labor market or further study
in higher education institutions in ASEAN member
countries.

Based on the above discussion, the upper
secondary level of schools in Thailand and the schools

should be ready to offer such a course are the World

Class Standard Schools. Therefore, the researcher
decided to develop the ASEAN Studies Course and
study try-out results of the course with World Class

Standard school students in this research.

Research Objectives

1. To develop the ASEAN Studies Course in
the Foreign Language (English) Learning Area of
school-based curriculum for Upper Secondary
students in World Class Standard schools.

2. To test the effectiveness of the developed
ASEAN Studies Course on upper secondary students
in World Class Standard schools in terms of: 1) the
students’ knowledge on ASEAN Community, ASEAN
member countries, and their English language skills;
and 2) their attitudes toward the course, ASEAN

Community, and ASEAN member countries.

Theory Framework

According to the objectives of this research,
the researcher studied the needs assessment as a
source, then developed the ASEAN Studies Course
and studied the try-out effects of the developed
ASEAN Studies Course on upper secondary students
in World Class Standard schools. The theoretical

framework was developed as shown in Figure 1.
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Sources: Needs Assessment
Students’ English Language Skills,
Students’ Knowledge on ASEAN,
Teachers and Students’ Perception of the need
for the Course,

and Policies on English Language and ASEAN.

The ASEAN Studies Course comprised: a
manual for conducting the course; reading

materials for the Course; an achievement

Implementing

Students’

h 4

English Language Skills

Students’ Knowledge of:
ASEAN Community and

test of knowledge; and a questionnaire on

attitudes

Figure 1 The Theoretical Framework of the Study

Research Process

This research was a research and development
study. Its four stages were as follow:

Stage 1: Conducting a Needs Assessment from:
1) the documentary study of policies on English
language and ASEAN. The data were analyzed by
content analysis; 2) the field study of 3 groups of
samples: English teachers, Social Studies teachers
and upper secondary students of World Class
Standard schools were conducted to obtain

information on their perceptions of the needs for

h 4

ASEAN Member Countries

Students’ Attitudes toward:
The ASEAN Studies Course,
ASEAN Community, and
ASEAN Member Countries

h 4

the Course by a questionnaire conducted by the
researcher. The data were analyzed using calculation
of the mean and standard deviation, then compare
the means with the criteria of the 5-rating scale; and
3) the sample of 100 upper secondary students from
World Class Standard schools were tested by an
achievement test of knowledge on ASEAN
community and member countries (written in English
language by the researcher). Data were analyzed with

calculation of the mean and standard deviation and
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then compare the means with the criterion of the
passing score of 60 percent and above.

Stage 2: Development of the Course and
Reading Materials: 1) Development of the Course
(Course Description, Teacher's Manual, Reading
Materials for the Course (Textbook, Workbook, and
CDs), and Measurement and Evaluation Tools
(an achievement test of knowledge on ASEAN
Community and ASEAN member countries (written in
English language) for upper secondary students);
questionnaire (to assess students’ attitudes toward
learning in the Course (the usefulness of the Course
and its components), English language, ASEAN
Community, and ASEAN member countries); and
2) Submitting the developed Course and Course
materials for quality verification by 9 experts.

Stage 3: Try-out with Students of World Class
Standard School by using the developed Course and
Course materials with 2 classes of Sura Nari Witthaya
School in 1 semester (54 students). The teacher was
the researcher. Try-out data on knowledge of ASEAN
Community and ASEAN member countries were
analyzed using the mean, standard deviation, and
both independent and dependent t-test. Data on
5-rating scale questionnaire to assess students’
attitude toward learning in the course, ASEAN
Community, and ASEAN member countries were
analyzed with calculation of the mean and standard
deviation and then compare the means with the
criteria of 5-rating scale. Data on 3-rating scale
questionnaire to assess students’ attitude toward
components of the ASEAN Studies Course, which
was comprised lessons, contents and activities, were

analyzed with calculation of the mean and standard

deviation and then compare the means with the

criteria of 3-rating scale. Data on students’ and
teacher's comments and feedback information were
analyzed with content analysis.

Stage 4: Improvement of the Course: based
on Try-out results and students’ and teacher’s

feedback information

Research Results

1. Results of the Needs Assessment from the
documentary study of policies, the opinions of
teachers and students from the questionnaire, and
the students’ score of the achievement test: there was
the needs to develop the ASEAN Studies Course and
that it should be developed and offered in English
language because: 1) English is necessary for
communication among ASEAN member countries as
it is the working language (ASEAN Secretariat, 2009a,
2009b, 2009¢), 2) the Eleventh National Economic and
Social Development Plan (2012 - 2016) of Thailand
specifies the cooperation with world community
in cultures, especially ASEAN community, for
exchanging and understanding in learning history,
cultures, and information (Office of Prime Minister,
2011); 3) teachers and students in World Class
Standard schools agreed that the ASEAN Studies
Course was necessary; and 4) upper secondary
students of World Class Standard Schools that had
low mean score on each topic of the Course comprised
ASEAN Community, Salamat Datung Brunei
Darussalam, Johm-Riab Sua Cambodia, Selamat
Datang Republic of Indonesia, Sa-Bai Dee Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Salamat Datung
Malaysia, Mingalar Ba Myanmar, Kumusta Po
Philippines, N7 Hao Singapore, Sawaddee Thailand,

Chao Vietnam, and Conclusion.
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2. Results of the ASEAN Studies Course
Development: developed from the documentary study
of policies, the field study, and the students’ score of
the achievement test of the Course, questionnaire,
and submitted the developed Course and Course
materials for quality verification by 9 experts.

2.1 Results of the Course Development:
the Course was developed as a supplementary course
to be offered for Mathayom Suksa V (Grade 11) level
in either the first or second semester and the
developed Course comprises the Course description,
the teacher’'s manual, and reading materials for the
Course.

2.2 Results of Course Reading Materials
Development: written in English, were composed of
12 chapters: The Introduction, 10 Chapters were on
individual ASEAN member countries, and The
Conclusion. Each chapter contains reading materials,
focus on language teaching, exercises, and end-
of-chapter activities. Method of teaching was 5-step
learning process (QSCCS: Questioning, Searching,
Constructing, Communicating, and Serving)

2.3 Results of Course and Reading
Materials: comprises directions for conducting the
Course, lesson plans, the pre-test and post-test of
each chapter, and keys for the pre-tests and post-tests.

3. Try-out Results of the Developed Course.

3.1 Try-Out Results on Learning
Achievement: the students of the 2 experimental
groups improved their knowledge on ASEAN
Community and ASEAN Member Countries. The
t- values of both groups was 8.47 which was significant
at the .05 level. As for students’ English language
skills, the students improved their proficiency on
English skills in every chapter. The t-value was 17.04

which was significant at the .05 level.

3.2 Try-Out Results on Students’ Attitude
toward ASEAN Studies Course, ASEAN Community,
and ASEAN Member Countries:

1) The students had highly positive attitudes
a) toward the usefulness of the Course (X = 4.19 out
of 5 points, S.D. = 0.76); b) toward components of
the ASEAN Studies Course (X = 2.76 out of 3 points,
S.D. = 0.63); c) toward the ASEAN Community
(X =3.73 out of 5 points, S.D. = 1.02).

2) The students had moderately positive
students’ attitudes toward individual ASEAN member
countries: (X = 3.29 points out of 5 points, S.D. = 0.31)

3) From asking the students to rank each
country based on their favor. The 4 ASEAN member
countries were received the highest ranking, with
Singapore receiving the highest percentage (88.89
percent). The reasons are: 1) Singapore is a small
country but it is as developed as big countries and
Singaporeans’ behavior is well-discipline. Those made
its place clean; 2) Lao PDR is similar to Thailand in
cultures and traditions. Laos and Thai have been
friends for a long time and Laos are so kind to Thai;
3) Vietnam has beautiful natural environment and
Vietnamese have simple ways of life; and 4) the
Philippines have beautiful places and some Filipinos
works in Thailand as English teachers.

4. Results of Stage 4: Improvement of the
ASEAN Studies Course Based on Feedback from the
Students and Teacher was made to simplify its
contents, increase learning activities, and increase
the time for studying in the Course. However, some
contents maybe assigned as their additional tasks or

homework.
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Discussion

From the above research findings, the following
points of discussion are presented:

1. There is a needs for development of a
Course of ASEAN Studies for World Class Standard
Schools, this is probably because: a) the importance
of English itself (Ministry of Education, 2008, p.190;
Bureau of International Cooperation, Ministry of
Education, 2011, p.17; ASEAN Secretariat, 2009a,
p.3; b) the needs of develop academic achievement
in English (Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board, 2006, 2011; Ministry of Education,
2008, p.190; Office of the Education Council, 2009,
p.5, 13, 15, 40; Bureau of International Cooperation,
2011a, p.1, p.14, 2011b, p.1, 13, 17; Upper
Secondary Education Bureau, 2010, p.3 pm, 2018,
p.7; Richards and Rodgers, 2001, p.204; Richard,
2006 cited in English Language Institute, 2015, p.41;
ASEAN Secretariat 2009a, p.3; Eyjolfsdottir, 2011, p.7,
Porranee Deerajviset, 2014); c) the needs of promote
knowledge of ASEAN to the students (Office of the
National Economic and Social Development Board,
2006, 2011, 2016, Bureau of International Cooperation,
2011a, p.1, 14, 2011b, p.1, 13); d) the needs of
teachers and students’ awareness of the importance
of ASEAN education; and e) the needs of students’
knowledge of ASEAN Studies.

2. The developed Course can be offered as
a supplementary Course for upper secondary
students, preferably at Mathayom Suksa 5 (Grade 11),
this is probably because they are ready to prepare for
higher education and future careers.

3. The result of the Course development
consists of the 5 elements: a) Name and its Properties;
b) Teacher's Handbook; ¢) Textbook and Workbook;
d) Other teaching materials: CDs, and e) Unit Tests,

this is probably because the Core Curriculum of Basic
Education in 2008 has clearly defined the structure
and the elements of the curriculum.

4. Try-out results show that: a) students’
knowledge of ASEAN Community and ASEAN member
countries had increased because the Course has been
carefully developed to include all necessary
knowledge on ASEAN Community and ASEAN
member country. Therefore, the Course is useful and
should be offered to upper secondary students in
World Class Standard schools; b) students’ attitudes
toward ASEAN Studies Course, ASEAN Community,
and ASEAN member countries were preferable. This
is probably because the Course has been carefully
developed to enhance the students to realize the good
points on ASEAN Community and ASEAN member
countries. Therefore, the Course is useful for
promotion of good attitude toward ASEAN
Community and ASEAN member countries;
c) Students’ proficiency of English language skills had
increased after studying in the Course. This is
probably because the Course was conducted using
English as the medium of instruction. The reading
materials were carefully prepared using appropriate
English language; the exercises, activities, and tests
were written in English. Therefore, the Course is a
useful course for development of English language

skill proficiency of the students.

Recommendations

1. The developed Course should be offered
in the other World Class Standard Schools or other
schools at the upper secondary level.

2. Forfurther study, other researchers can do
the research in other World Class Standard Schools

or other schools in order to compare the results.
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