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ABSTRACT

The three objectives of this study were 1) to classify and analyze the development of Thai-Cambodian
Trade Policy,2) to identify practices and problems related to Thai-Cambodian border trade and 3) to categorize
the impact of trade policy on Sakaeo Province. The data was collected by means of 1) studyof the document,
2) observation,3) interview 30key informants in relevant provincial administration offices, local administration
offices, and the private sector, using purposive sampling and 4) survey for 400 traders at border crossing
points, using Quota sampling.The findings of the study were as follows:

1. The development of Thai-Cambodian Trade Policy from B.E. 2531-2557was found in 4 stages.
They were 1) the initial stage (B.E. 2531-2534) where ideology and scope were changedconcerning national
security that were employed in solving border conflicts; 2) the second stage (B. E. 2535-2545) where border
trade policy was shifted its focus to economic cooperation at both bilateral and multilateral levels under the
ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) in order to promote relations with
neighboring countries and boost regional trade and investment; 3) the third stage where border trade policy
was under Ayeyarwady, Chao Praya, Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategies (ACMECS) that aimed at
sustaining continual economic growth for Thailand along its border with Cambodia; and 4) the fourth stage
where the focus of border trade policy is on Thailand’s integration into the ASEAN Community.

2. Thai-Cambodian border trade practices in Sakaeo Province were divided in 3 categories-- 1) border
trade based on local ways of life along the border, 2) non-formal border trade, and 3) cross-border trade. All
these unregulated border trades were conducted on cash and lending payment basis through underground

and official banking currency exchanges. The goods were transported overland through immigration check
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points, four temporarily permitted areas, and other unofficial points along the porous border.

The study also revealed the government-related border trade problems such as the impact of political
instability on border trade policy, and lack of work integration among relevant offices in the border area, as well
as goods smuggling into the country. In addition, the private sector-related trade problems experienced by
importers, exporters, and traders in those area were the concerning customs regulations and procedures, the
detection and confiscation of pirated goods, the overcrowded Ban KhlonglLeuk Immigration Check Point, and
language (English and Khmer) related problems

3. The positive impact from Thai-Cambodian border trade policy on Sakaeo Province revealed in the
study was its contribution to the resolution of armed conflict between the two nations, and its contribution to
peace making, as well as the income andjobsfor local residents. On the other hand, the study also revealed
negative impacts such as drug addiction, public health problems, traffic congestion, and human trafficking.
Keywords : Policy, Thai-Cambodian Border Trade, ASEAN Community
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