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Thailand ForestsiEconomy;Policy/in
TransitionitoBEGIEconomy.

**

Witchuda Srang-iam

Abstract

Thailand’s pledge to reach carbon neutrality by 2050 and to
achieve an economy with net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2065
has not only led to a reduction in carbon emissions from key economic
sectors, but also signified an increase in the carbon storage potential
from the whole forest sector. Planting economic trees in sustainable
forest plantations, enhancing forest biodiversity, and delivering ecosystem
services are also advocated as Thailand’s bio-circular-green (BCG)
economy model to simultaneously tackle climate change and poverty.
This article reviews forest policy changes from the end of concession
period until the BCG economy transition period, falling under three
different economic paradigms: promoting “economic” forest plantations,
protecting forested area and biodiversity, and capturing forest carbon.

It adopts theories of paradigmatic policy change in explaining these

** Associate Professor, Graduate School of Environmental Development Administration,

National Institute of Development Administration; E-mail: witchuda.s@nida.ac.th
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policy changes. In the transition towards BCG economy, the article also
unveils the existence of multiple policy paradigms and discusses policy
overlaps and inconsistencies produced under institutional fragmentation.
The findings suggest policy mixes and policy integration that work in

the context of paradigmatic pluralism.

Keywords: Policy Change, Policy Paradigm, Carbon Storage, Sustainable

Plantation Management, Forest Ecosystem Services
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Climate Change (website, 29 December 2022), https://unfccc.int/documents/ 624750
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Ibid., 57-59.
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