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Thailand?siMarine;Plastic:Waste|Crisis:
A\ Critical /Analysis;of
StructuralIntegration Gaps

Pichaya Witoonkitja**
Abstract

This academic article analyzes Thailand’s marine plastic waste
crisis, positing that the problem’s root cause lies not in a scarcity of
policies but in “Structural Integration Gaps” deeply embedded within
the state’s governance system. This qualitative research, synthesizing
policy documents, legislation, and related literature, identifies three
principal gaps: (1) a horizontal integration gap, stemming from a
“Fragmented Centralism” structure that leads to siloed government
agencies and conflicting policies; (2) a vertical integration gap, resulting
from a “Hollow State” phenomenon where responsibilities are devolved to
local administrations without commensurate authority and resources; and
(3) a sectoral integration gap, reflected in an imbalanced participation

structure between the industrial sector and civil society.
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The article concludes that overcoming this crisis necessitates
urgent institutional reform. Its structural recommendations focus on
expediting the enactment of the (Draft) Sustainable Packaging
Management Act, based on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR),
to resolve the fiscal challenges of local administrations. This should be
coupled with the establishment of a national integration mechanism
with genuine authority and the creation of a meaningful participation
process for all sectors, thereby laying a sustainable foundation for the

nation’s marine waste management.

Keywords: Marine Plastic Waste, Governance, Integration Gaps, Hollow
State, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
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' United Nations Environment Programme, From Pollution to Solution: A global assessment
of marine litter and plastic pollution, (UNEP, 2021), 14.

? Ibid., 18.

® Tekman, M. B., Walther, B., Peter, C., Gutow, L., & Bergmann, M., Impacts of plastic
pollution in the oceans on marine species, biodiversity and ecosystems, (WWW
Germany, 2002).

* Liviana Zorzi, “How to defeat the plastic tide threatening the ASEAN region’s green
growth,” World Economic Forum (L%‘Uisnﬁ), https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/10/
defeat-plastic-tide-threatening-asean-green-growth/ (auﬁmﬁlﬂ 26 N8I 2568).
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° World Bank, Plastic Waste Material Flow Analysis for Thailand — Summary Report,
(Marine Plastics Series, East Asia and Pacific Region, 2022).
® Ibid., 11, 46.
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® Thushari, G. G. N., Senevirathna, J. D. M., Yakupitiyage, A., & Chavanich, S., “Effects
of microplastics on sessile invertebrates in the eastern coast of Thailand: an approach
to coastal zone conservation,” Marine Pollution Bulletin, Vol.124 No.1(2017), 349-355.
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