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EnhancingitheiQuality/of/LocallElection
Strategiesjthrough|PubliciParticipation
andithe DesigniThinking:Process:
A\Case;Study ofiPathumiThani/Rrovince

Mana Patchimnan***

Sauwanee Thairungroj****

Abstract

Local elections in Thailand still face persistent problems such as
vote buying, lack of transparency, and insufficient public understanding
of citizens’ roles in political participation, especially in semi-urban and
semi-rural areas like Pathum Thani Province, which has diverse social
and economic characteristics. The research therefore focuses on devel-
oping high-quality local election strategies through citizen participation
using the Design Thinking process, which consists of five stages: Empa-
thize, Define, Ideate, Prototype, and Test. The study employs Participa-
tory Action Research (PAR) with a sample of 60 stakeholders. The find-

ings reveal that the development of high-quality local election strategies

*** Assistant Professor, Dr., Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication, Thammasat
University; Email: mana_pat@tu.ac.th

**** Associate Professor, Dr., School of Economics, University of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce; Email: sauwanee_thai@utcc.ac.th
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through citizen participation can be conceptualized into three principal
approaches: (1) the cultivation of civic consciousness, (2) the promotion
of youth engagement, and (3) the enhancement of mechanisms for politi-
cal accountability. Collectively, these strategies provide a transferable
model that can be adapted to other localities, thereby contributing to

the reinforcement of grassroots democracy.

Keywords: Political Participation, Transparency, Design Thinking,
Participatory Action Research (PAR), Local Election,

Electoral Process
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