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Patcharee Siroros

Abstract

Road accidents are often perceived as events which are
unexpected and undesirable. Drivers inevitably link accidents with fate
and karma. This article argues against such perceptions which not only
do not contribute to problem-solving but can even obstruct it. Accidents
are events where crashes occur among vehicles, between vehicles and
people, and between people and roads and its associated objects. They
generate casualties, conflicts, stress and chaos. Road accidents are
commonly agreed as undesirable and problematic and need serious
prevention and proper solutions. From the behavioral aspect, people
tend to be overconfident drivers; they often overestimate their driving
skill and believe that they are never careless. When accidents occur,
drivers think it is because of the carelessness of others or because of

bad luck/karma. They tend to overlook that accidents can suddenly

% Assistant Professor, Faculty of Political Science Thammasat University.
e Independent Scholar; E-mail: psiroros@gmail.com



happen at any time from the moment they step their foot in their cars or
drive on the road. In specific, experienced drivers believe that they have
full capability to control their driving and can come up with a temporary
solution for an unexpected event on the road. Given such mindset,
prevention has become neglected. This implies that drivers passively
accept the risks of the accident. This article suggests that the drivers
should not underestimate the accidents per se. There are many potential
risks of accidents while driving such as using an electric device like
phone or GPS, picking up things in the car, wiping their children’s mouth
and not wearing safety helmets in a short drive. Drivers are inclined to
perceive these risks as inconsequential. Yet, these perceived risks are

indeed consequential and do affect actual risks.

Keywords: Road Accident, Perception Analysis, Policy Problem.
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SouthiKoreaisiRarty/Roliticsiinithe
‘Rost=iThreeiKims Era:;Changesjand
Continuities

*%k%k

Nithi Nuangjamnong
Abstract

Throughout the first fifteen years after democratic transition,
South Korean politics had been dominated by the three influential
political figures i.e. Kim Young-sam, Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-pil.
Party politics during this ‘Three Kims' era was usually illustrated as the
weakest link in the democratic consolidation process. And it left
inauspicious legacies such as party bossism, a low level of party
institutionalization and regionalism; some of which were the shadow of
the past from the authoritarianism period. Against this backdrop, this
article aims to examine the dynamism of South Korea'’s party politics in
the ‘Post-Three Kims’ era. It argues that while there are signs of
changes regarding the fading influence of party bossism, the increasing
level of party institutionalization and the growing saliency of ideological
cleavage between conservative and progressive parties, regionalism
is still one of the defining characteristics of South Korea’s party politics

in the ‘Post-Three Kims’ era.

Keywords: Party Politics, South Korea, Post-Three Kim Era, Regionalism
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Mobilization;of/NationallDisaster,
Prevention andMitigation Rlan; 2015

*k%k

Yanisa Playchum

Abstract

This research aimed to 1. study interactions and working
relationship among disaster management related agencies 2. examine
the obstacles and problems on tasks and 3. provide guidance on
improving effective and efficient mobilization of National Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation Plan 2015. This qualitative research uses the
concept of Intergovernmental Relations (IGRs) to analyse and explain
the significance of their coordinating functions in plan mobilization.
Preliminary findings reveal that although the national disaster plan has
a full coverage of Integrated mechanism in both function-based
dimensions and area-based dimensions, the overall view of plan
execution still has limitations in communication and translation of
strategic goals and key components of the national plan into actionable
initiatives. In function-based dimensions, related ministries and
departments need to understand their and each other's roles and

functions. In area-based dimensions, local governments are on the front

*** Independent Scholar; E-mail: yanisa.p@yahoo.com
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line of providing an operational plan, yet requirements for the risk
assessment are still lacking. In district level, district chief as a district
incident commander require a supportive structure to handle a
situation that occurred in its jurisdiction. As mentioned, these facts
affect the overall of disaster risk assessment at provincial level. To
improve the mobilization effectively and efficiently, Department of
Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) has a major role in

endorsing integration among related agencies.

Keywords: Intergovernmental Relations, Plan Mobilization, Disaster

Risk Management
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Military/Cooperationbetween Thailand
and'Singapore:; Case Study,ofiBilateral
Militany/Exercises

Pattarakorn Chanhom™*

Abstract

This research paper is written to study about the military
cooperation between Thailand and Singapore and uses the Bilateral
Military Exercises as the case study. This study uses Liberalism and
Interdependence framework to study with the hypothesis that the two
countries benefit from the exercises. The research asks: 1) How the
bilateral military exercises between two countries developed and
2) How the bilateral military exercises represent the strategic relations
between Thailand and Singapore.

The research finds that bilateral military exercises between two
countries are the result from the military cooperation between both
countries. This military cooperation is a result from many factors - the
good diplomatic relations between two countries, both countries’ the

military developments, the military diplomacy of Singapore, changes

** Master's Degree Candidate in Political Science Thammasat University; E-mail:
patrickchan@outlook.co.th
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of the global geopolitics after Cold War, the good relations between
both countries and the United States and the relations and cooperation
between both countries and Malaysia. The reason why both countries
has the military cooperation is the same as the Liberalism, Interdepend-
ence framework used in this research which implies that both countries
benefit from the cooperation. Moreover, this research also finds that
Realism framework can also be applied with this case study since both
countries have similar geopolitical issues, so both countries began to

have military cooperation.

Keywords: Military Cooperation, Bilateral Military Exercises, Military
Diplomacy
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