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Abstract

Strategies for Developing OTOP Nawatwithi Tourism Communities to
Strengthen Local Economic Resilience in Chiang Rai Province, aims to: (1) examine
the current conditions and developmental needs of OTOP Nawatwithi tourism
communities in Chiang Rai, and (2) formulate strategies for developing OTOP
Nawatwithi tourism communities to enhance the resilience of local economies in
the province. The study adopted a mixed-methods research approach, integrating
both quantitative and qualitative methodologies for a comprehensive analysis. The

quantitative phase utilized a sample of 364 respondents, determined using Taro
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Yamane's sampling formula. The qualitative phase involved 47 key informants
selected based on their expertise and relevance. Data were collected using
structured questionnaires, structured interviews, and focus group discussions.
Descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and standard
deviation, were employed to analyze the data.

The findings revealed that:

The overall current state of OTOP Nawatwithi tourism communities in
Chiang Rai, assessed across five core tourism dimensions, was rated at a moderate
level (Mean = 3.39, S.D. = 1.10). Among these, Accessibility scored the highest
mean (Mean = 3.69, S.D. = 1.00), followed by Attraction. The perceived
development needs were generally high (Mean = 4.03, S.D. = 1.05), with Attraction
again receiving the highest mean score (Mean = 4.11, S.D. = 1.00), followed by
Activity. Based on the synthesis of empirical data, four key strategies were
developed to strengthen the local economic resilience of OTOP Nawatwithi
tourism communities: Strategy 1: Enhancing the efficiency of community-based
tourism managemen.t Strategy 2: Strengthening competitiveness and diversifying
local products. Strategy 3: Developing human capital and fostering inclusive
participation. Strategy 4: Promoting creative and seasonal tourism experiences.
Among these strategies, Strategy 2 received the highest evaluation (Mean = 4.45,
S.D. = 0.67) and was rated as most beneficial, with a perceived usefulness mean
of 4.80.

Keywords: strategy; OTOP Nawatwithi tourism communities; Chiang Rai
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