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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) analyze the components and potential of
community capital in Mae La Noi District, Mae Hong Son Province, and 2) develop
a community capital capacity development model for creative tourism based on
public participation. This study employed a mixed-methods approach, integrating
quantitative and qualitative research. The population consisted of local residents,
community enterprises, and relevant networks in Mae La Noi District. The
quantitative sample included 395 respondents selected through accidental
sampling, while 20 key informants were selected purposively for the qualitative

component. The research instruments were a questionnaire, in-depth interview
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forms, and focus group discussion guidelines. Quantitative data were analyzed
using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation, whereas qualitative
data were analyzed through content analysis and thematic synthesis.

The findings revealed that 1) the overall potential of community capital
was at a high level. Cultural capital had the highest mean score, followed by
natural capital, social capital, human capital, physical capital, and financial capital,
respectively. This indicates that the area possesses strong cultural identity and
natural resources that can serve as a foundation for creative tourism development.
2) The proposed community capital capacity development model consisted of
five key components: collaborative networks, identity- and cultural capital-based
development, integrated public participation, human capital and innovation
development, and sustainable area-based management. The body of knowledge
derived from this study indicates that sustainable creative tourism requires the
systematic integration of all six dimensions of community capital, with public
participation as the core mechanism. This approach can generate economic value,
preserve local identity, and strengthen the grassroots economy in accordance with

the BCG development model.
Keywords: community capital; creative tourism; public participation
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