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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research study was to examine and compare
motivation of table tennis players attending the 44th Satitsamakkee
Games “Prasarnmit Game” as their school representatives. 244 table tennis
players, consisting of 122 males and 102 females, participated in this event.
There were 216 tennis players (122 males and 94 females) who responded
and returned survey questionnaires. The instrument used for collecting
data was the survey questionnaire. The reliability of the survey question-
naire was 0.93. It was found that the mean scores of intrinsic motivations
of the tennis players both males and females were higher than those of
extrinsic motivations of the tennis players both males and females.
According to this result, it could be implied that the tennis players both
males and females participated in this event because of their intrinsic mo-
tivations driving their interest in table tennis. In addition, when the mean
scores were categorized based on grade levels, it was found that the high
school table tennis players had different motivation from other grade
levels. The extrinsic motivation which was “participating this event
because of having chance to meet friends” had the highest mean scores
on this group of players. Based on the results of this research, it could be
concluded that all table tennis players who were school representatives
always had motivations for responding to their desire. These motivations
consisted of both intrinsic and extrinsic motivations. Both motivations sup-
ported these players to develop and change their lives in a better way.
The motivation should begin with intrinsic motivations which were enjoy-
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and having self-worth when playing this sport. If these motivations are

developed during their elementary school levels, these motivations will

increase the interest of these players and motivate these players to

continue improving their skills until they are in high school levels.

Keywords: motivation, table tennis players, the 44th Satitsamakkee Games
“Prasarnmit Game”.
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