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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study and analyze legal measures concerning the offense of
abandoning the elderly in Thailand, examining the Criminal Code and foreign laws with
specific provisions for elder protection, including those of California (USA), Federal Republic
of Germany, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and People’s Republic of
China. This study involved collecting and analyzing information from textbooks, books,
articles, research studies, journals, theses, printed and electronic media, as well as court
judgments and rulings, both in Thai and foreign languages. Content analysis was employed
to categorize, identify key issues, and synthesize the information for summarization and
comparative discussion in line with the research objectives.

The findings indicate that the abandonment of elderly persons is a significant
problem, as they are unable to care for themselves and require assistance. Without proper
care, they may face harm or even death. Therefore, the law establishes offenses for those
responsible for their care who intentionally neglect them, leaving the elderly alone.

The researcher makes recommendations for amendments and additions to the
Criminal Code to ensure proper protection and care for the elderly. The following should be
a clear definition of the term "the elderly" in the Criminal Code to ensure effective legal
protection and enforcement. The Criminal Code also amends about the offense regarding
abandoning the elderly in Criminal Code, Section 307, Paragraph Two and amend Section
307. Including the addition of an offense under Section 307, paragraph three, for elderly
persons aged 70 years and above.

Keywords: legal measures; criminal offense; abandonment of the elderly
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