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Abstract

This research article aims to: 1) examine the exercise of state power during the COVID-19 pandemic
emergency, and 2) investigate the characteristics of the rights to movement among residents of Songkhla
Province during the COVID-19 pandemic emergency. A qualitative research methodology was employed, with
participants selected from the population of Songkhla Province through purposive sampling based on
occupational groups. The research instruments consisted of interview guides, with data collected through
in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. Data were analyzed using content analysis and findings are
presented in a descriptive format. The findings reveal that: 1) the exercise of state power during the emergency
period was characterized by the invocation of national security legislation, through which the Prime Minister

administered the country under a centralized power structure, issuing direct orders through the COVID-19
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Situation Administration Centre (CCSA) to implementing units nationwide; and 2) residents of Songkhla Province
were either entirely unable to exercise certain rights to movement or were able to do so only in a restricted
capacity, as a result of four principal lockdown measures: the reduction of population movement, closure of
high-risk premises, inter-provincial travel controls, and nighttime curfew orders. In particular, the inter-provincial
travel control measures and the nighttime curfew constituted restrictions on the right to movement that
exceeded what was reasonably necessary. Collectively, these findings indicate that the centralization of
decision-making authority within the CCSA as the sole command unit, without adequate independent authority
at the local organizational level to adapt measures to actual area-specific conditions, resulted in the
enforcement of measures beyond necessity, directly affecting the rights and liberties of residents in Songkhla
Province. The researchers recommend that in emergency situations, the state should exercise emergency
powers only to the extent strictly necessary and should enhance the decision-making role of local organizations

in jointly formulating measures that are genuinely responsive to conditions on the ground.
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