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Reading Fiction to Create Word-Meaning Awareness

Korawan Deekawong

English Department, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Huachiew Chalermprakiet University

E-mail: misskorea001@hotmail.com

Abstract

The case study paid special interest to developing the students’ reading skills with word-
meaning awareness and expanding their definition of the words by reading a fiction and to enhancing
their ability to use words and the partial synonyms correctly according to the appropriate contexts.

The activities started from reading the short story ‘The Landlady’ as a pre-reading and testing
the students about how they used the leading words. Then the students studied the leading words’
meanings and looked for their synonyms, sorted them into their meaning categories, identified the
meanings using word mapping, and used those synonyms properly in possible sentences.

The result showed that students understood the meaning of words broadly and were aware
when to use words. By comparing their understanding before and after reading the fiction, they have
developed word formation in their reading (almost 26%) and made use of the correct meaning in its

proper context.

Keywords: word-meaning awareness, leading words, and partial synonyms

Introduction

A word we use does not usually have just one definition. There are various meanings of one
word: connotation, denotation, or figurative meanings. Teaching English as a foreign language, the
students often try to communicate on their daily basis. Their word knowledge is limited to the
leading words. Using the repeated word in many contexts may not meet the speakers’ desire, or it
may cause inaccurate communication at the end. Words are the key component of the speakers in
using language, and they are also fundamentally important in listening, reading, and writing.

A study of words starts from the leading words’ meaning and broadens the students
understanding extensively and profoundly later. There should be some reviewing of the students’
basic knowledge, such as synonyms. Synonyms can be divided into contextual synonyms or partial
synonyms. Saralamba (2011) noted that partial synonyms refer to a few identical synonym:s.
However, they may be used interchangeably in some contexts with their leading words. Sometimes
the partial synonyms are disturbed when the other synonyms require a special connotation. To
understand this, students might be able to expand their knowledge of how each word is used

similarly and differently in each context.
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According to Carter and Long (1991:2-3), using stories or novels in teaching English plays
important roles in 3 models: 1) Cultural model: giving the students’ understanding and appreciation
of different cultures together with the development of their perception of feelings, 2) Language
model: emphasizing the fact that language is the literary medium and that literature could be seen
as an instrument to teach specific vocabulary and structures, and 3) Personal Growth model: engaging
the students with the reading of story texts, learning to appreciate and evaluate the cultural artifacts,
or the understanding of their society as a whole. With regards to the second model, | personally find
it important for students to understand or learn the restriction of the words they are using in each
context. This study is interested in creating students’ ability in analyzing the meanings of words to
broaden their understanding and be able to use a variety of words and their partial synonyms. The
students should be aware of not only how to use each leading word in sentences, but also understand
how to use its synonyms in various contexts. For example, students often use the same words
repeatedly, such as ‘nice,” rather than trying to use the word ‘friendly,” ‘lovely,” or ‘pleasing.’

In order to help students understand the various meanings of words and understand the
meaning by analyzing each suitable meaning using an integrated teaching approach: vocabulary,
reading for purposes and communication, students should get involved in the interpreting process.
During the reading and writing, the students can understand by comparing each leading word’s
principal meaning in order to use it in the correct meaning and in the proper context. In this study,
students participated in reading activities about what they read during their pre-reading and post-
reading fiction to understand the primary meaning of the leading words and their other synonyms.

The fiction used in this study is the short story ‘The Landlady,” by Roald Dahl (1916-1990).

Objectives of the Study
The study aimed to enhance second year/sophomore, English major students to
1) develop their reading skills with word-meaning awareness and expand their definition of
the words by reading a short story
2) enhance their ability to use words and the partial synonyms correctly according to the

appropriate contexts.

Research Methodology

This case study was to study the reading comprehension by comparing the relations of the
leading words’ synonyms (characteristics of the definition of leading words). This was for students to
understand the use of the correct meaning and its proper context. By comparing their understanding
during the pre-reading and post- reading, the students had to distinguish the leading words’ meanings
and looked for their synonyms and learnt how to use those synonyms properly. The samples were
20 sophomore English major students, the Faculty of Liberal Arts, HCU: 12 females and 8 males, who

were able to use English as a pre-intermediate level. They were able to use English simple words and
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sentences to communicate. However, their vocabulary was limited to the primary meaning. The
methods and procedures in the implementation of data collection were by assigning the students
to read one fiction, ‘The Landlady’ (Roald Dahl, 1916-1990). The researcher chose 9 leading words
which had meaning from the context in the fiction at least once: stay (6 times), hold (5 times), notice
(4 times), slightly (3 times), search (twice), try (twice), pleasantly (twice), add (once), briskly (once). This
study also tried to enhance the students’ understanding of word usages applying using vocabulary of
Hudson (1995 and 2007) with those nine leading words in the following ways:

1. Test students’ knowledge, understanding and usages of the meanings of the nine words.
(Pre-reading)

2. Give students time to read the fiction ‘The Landlady’ and then check their understanding
by asking them some questions or having them share some content of the story. (Post-reading)

3. Divide students into five groups of four people, and assign tasks to each group. Then they
study the sentences with those 9 leading words with their meanings and contexts in the story. The
students help each other find other synonyms of the 9 words (selecting and collecting lexical sets).

4. Each group of students classifies all those synonyms (classification): keyword meanings
from dictionary and contextual meaning from the sentences. The students also study synonyms
and their collocation: how the synonyms are similar or different when occurring in sentences and
whether they give contextual meanings or not by looking them up in dictionaries and using word
mapping.

5. Students also have to identify the contexts of which these words are likely to happen
and to find their collocations appropriately (contextualization). Then the students write the

sentences with those words to exemplify and provide information about their contents and meanings.

Results
The development students’ reading skills and analysis of their ability to use words and

synonyms from the story ‘The Landlady’ can be seen as follows;

Table 1: Synonyms of 9 leading words and how students use them in contextual

sentences (Pre-reading)

Leading Words Lexical Sets Example sentences

try test, attempt My mom tried to eat a lot.
The teacher will test today.
He attempted to eat vegetable, but didn’t do it.

stay live We live in Bangplee.

We stay home.

hold carry, lift Can you help me carry the bag?

If I go to the market alone, I’'ll have to hold a lot of bags.

He lifted his big bag and went home.
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Table 1: Cont.

Leading Words Lexical Sets Example sentences

add increase I increase something in my coffee.

I just added a telephone number in my cell-phone.

search find, look for Can you help me find the bag?
I’ll you look for it.

We search for some information in Google.

notice find, observe | found something under the table.
| observe the strange man there.

She notices that her boyfriend is fat.

briskly actively The workers work actively.

I walked briskly to school.

pleasantly happily We study happily.

He smiles pleasantly.

slightly a little When you use powder, just pat it on a little.
p P

Students know slightly.

Table 1 was the summary of the students’ pre-reading test and it showed that their ability in
finding synonyms to the leading words (lexical sets) was limited to few words. Without dictionaries,
they could create only a few synonyms and sentences. From the pre-reading, students could mostly
find 2 words in the lexical set of try, hold, and search, the rest were found only once. The word
‘search’ was the only one that the students found its synonym as ‘find” which was quite different
from the leading word’s meaning. From all 22 sentences they created, they could apply 14 sentences
correctly, which is equal to 68.2 % (14 words), while 7 sentences were applied inappropriately (31.8%).
The examples of the 7 words were: (try) The teacher will test today., (briskly) | walked briskly to
school., (add) I increase something in my coffee., and (slightly) When you use powder, just pat it on
a little. This showed that the students could use words in sentences limitedly and they could not

classify some synonyms in the context correctly.
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Table 2: More Synonyms of 9 leading words identified by students using

contextual meaning in sentences (After-reading)

Leading Words Lexical Sets Classification Example sentences
try attempt, seek, test, - deciding: determine, judge, - She judged the painting to be
prove, examine, prove authentic, not fake.
judge, determine, - planning: try, plan, attempt - She tried to follow what she’d
sample, taste, plan planned.
- try very hard: attempt, struggle - He attempted to pass the
- taste of something: taste, try examination and succeeded.
- evaluating: test, examine - The chef tasted the soup.
- She tried eating octopus, but
didn’t like it.
stay inhabit, dwell, live, - staying for a while: stay, remain | - | can’t stay long, | have to leave
remain, wait soon.
- remaining in the same place - People inhabit even the most
longer: inhabit, dwell, live, stay difficult climate, like Siberia.
- waiting: stay, wait, await - He waited in line to buy a theater
ticket.
hold carry, hug, embrace, | - with hand: hold, carry, hand - I always carry my bag like this.
catch, handle, seize, - catching things: catch, handle, - | seized his arm so he couldn’t
grab, pick, lift, raise hold, seize, grab, pick run away.
- to lift something heavy: lift, raise | - The father lifted the boy up to his
shoulders.
add plus, increase, - in calculating numbers: add, - Two plus four equals six.
enlarge, expand, plus, plus
multiply, supply - increasing in sizes: add, increase, | - We added a room to our house.
enlarge, expand - A worker joined two pieces of
- putting something in: join, fill, wood with glue.
insert
search trace, seek, probe, - looking for something: search, - If you don’t know its meaning,
comb, ferret, raid, comb, ferret why don’t you look it up?
question, inquire, - detecting: trace, seek, probe, - They traced three towns for the
query search, raid boy who ran away.
- asking for information: query, - The police combed our
inquire, comb, question, scrutinize, | neighborhood for a thief who was
inspect hiding.
notice note, remark, - see something happen: notice, - A police observed the activity on
observe, find, observe, find, discover the street.
discover, detect, - perceive: note, mark - | noted that he seemed unhappy
point out about the plan.
- make or write a comment on: - The boss commented on how
remark, comment poorly the work had been done.
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Table 2: Cont.

Leading Words Lexical Sets Classification Example sentences
briskly actively, studiously - personality: actively, - He works actively today.
enthusiastically, enthusiastically, keenly, studiously
keenly, quickly, - act out actively: actively, jauntily, | - She can manage a large staff
jauntily, expertly, expertly, skillfully, briskly skillfully.
skillfully, rapidly, - with speed: rapidly, swiftly, - Things change rapidly these days.
swiftly actively, skillfully, quickly
pleasantly happily, pleasantly, - happiness: happily, pleasantly, - She walked to us
gladly, pleasingly gladly pleasantly.
joyfully, merrily, gayly | - enjoying: pleasantly, pleasingly - The picnic on the beach ends our

day pleasantly.
- fun: joyfully, merrily, gayly (gaily), | - The family talked joyfully at the

pleasantly dinner party.
slightly lightly, softly, gently, | - not so loud: softly, quietly - Sarah walked quietly into the
slowly, partly, class.
partially, quietly, - very little: partly, partially - Maybe it had been partly her
meekly, delicately, fault for insisting that he wear the
tenderly pants.
- It was at least partially true.
- kind: gently, tenderly, lightly, - Sam patted his dog’s head gently.
slightly - The father caressed his child’s

cheek tenderly.

Table 2 identified the after- reading activities and their assignments to search for the meanings
of some synonyms. The students found 3-4 times more synonyms of the leading words than in the
before-reading. They classified the synonyms according to their common distinguishers, the meanings,
and the example sentences from the fiction (classification). They classified how each leading word’s
synonyms reflected in the contextual relation by doing the word mapping to see how each synonym
overlapped. (See Figure 1 and 2 for word mapping) For example, the leading word ‘search’ which had
synonyms as seek, raid, ferret, trace, probe, query, inquire, question, comb, find and look up, had at
least one partial synonym. Search which meant ‘try to locate or discover’ had partial synonyms with
find, and look up. (If you do not know its meaning, why do not you look it up?) Whereas ‘search’
which meant ‘look at critically or searchingly, or in minute detail’ had partial synonyms as question,
comb, scrutinize, and inspect. (The police combed our neighborhood for a thief who was hiding.)

The difference in the choosing of words and its synonyms above helped students understand
more why the author of ‘The Landlady’ used ‘Holding her teacup high in one hand, inclining her head
slightly to the left” instead of using ‘Lifting her teacup high in one hand, inclining her head gently to
the left.’



Nsansdanuanans Ui 6 atudl 2 nsngies - Sunau 2560 http:/ird.rmutto.ac.th

Figure 1: Word mapping of ‘search’

looking for something: Detecting: - trace
- search - probe
- comb - raid
- ferret - search
- seek
search

asking for information:
- query
- inquire
- question

- search

Figure 2: Word mapping of ‘slightly’

not so loud: very little,

- Softly a bit:

- quietly - partly

- lowly - partially
slightly

kind, gentle:

- gently
- tenderly
- delicately
- meekly

The activities helped the students to acknowledge and use more specific meanings in
expressing their ideas. From table 2, it was found that most students were able to expand their ideas
and complete 8-9 of the 10 synonyms (80-90%). They could use words in proper contexts and form

them in sentences correctly.
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Discussion

To develop reading skills to realize the basic terminology of lexical semantics and the
multiple meanings by reading a fiction, students have increased a reading comprehension, diversity
of vocabulary or word meaning which is not limited to the basic terminology of lexical semantics.
Moreover, reading novels provides writing patterns with language and cultural attractions in an
appropriate length. After participating in teaching vocabulary from the fiction, the researcher found
that when students understand the meanings of words broadly, they have highly developed word
formation in their reading and writing assignment. As Nation (1994) stated that word and meaning
comprehension can be developed during a reading activity and by analyzing the formation of words
in a sentence which is called the writing skill.

The students had ability to use words correctly in proper context and forming with other
words in a sentence, once students had learned the meaning of a keyword and other terms with
similar meaning of the word widely and understood the formation of words in a sentence. The words
‘word’ and ‘meaning’ themselves have multiple meanings, depending on the context and the purpose
they are used for. The students have developed their word-using skill by choosing a word which
has precise meaning that they want to communicate both in speaking and writing. As Jullian (2000)
stated that the meaning of words often reflects the relationship of words in context. It can be said
that the definition of a word is defined in relation to its context. The understanding of using words
and synonyms that may occur with different contexts and with different words influence the ability
of students to guess the meaning of words and sentences in a more effective way. The repeated
practice of reading of this study found that students get a chance to see words in context and
expanding of their meaning that helps students form diversified sentences and increase reading
comprehension as shown in Table 2. Student sentence formation ability is gradually increasing, as
Hudson (2007) stated that learming vocabulary by guessing from context can develop reading skill
dramatically. For native English speakers, they only have a 10% chance of guessing and learning a
difficult word when it occurs only once in the context. It shows that students can guess the meaning
of the words better when they encounter a word in context frequently. For learners of English as
second language, they need to see the words in context more frequently than the native student and

they can learn the meaning of the words gradually.

Recommendation

Since nouns, verbs, and adjectives are the important content words, if there are no time
limits on research, the analysis of them could be added to expand the students’ perspective on
using each word in the appropriate context, to reduce the students’ overuse of the specific terms,

so they can use more figurative language.
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Abstract
The objectives of this research were to study needs level of teachers’ in expanded school
of Buraphaseksa Group under The Nakonphatom Primary Educational Service Area Office 1 and to
compare self development needs of teachers’ in expanded school. The population were 78 teachers
who worked at Watphapathon jadee School, Watthummasala school and Wattakong School. The tool
was 5 rating scale questionnaire and the statistics were used for data analysis namely, frequencies,

percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
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The results were found that :

The teachers of Watphapathon jadee School, Watthummasala school and Wattakong School
were need to develop themselves in overall and each aspects at high level which could ranked by
mean from high to low as the folowing : conducting general knowledge, knowledge and specific skill,
human relationship, technological information and morality and ethic.

When compared the needs of teachers’ self development found that the needs of teachers’
self development both male and female were not different but the needs of teachers’ self
development who had experience 1 to 20 years different from the one who had experience over

20 years.

Keywords: Teachers’ self development needs, Expanded school
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Abstract

This research had its objective to investigate and compile the lessons learned of community
development initiatives done in Bang Phra Sub-district Area. These lessons learmed collected and
documented would be base information supported for further community development initiatives
of the area. Especially, these lesson learned would be considered to promoting an application of
participatory process and Participatory Action Research (PAR) for developing community master plan
of Bang Phra Tambol Administrative Organization to meet a sustainable way of development.
Methods used for this research are document review, interview and focus group meetings with the
communities’ representatives of 10 communities. Finally, the draft community master plan was
developed together with all key stakeholders through participatory process and approach. The key
issues found could be listed are in social aspect, economic aspect and environmental aspect, Under
social aspect, Bang Phra Sub-district have faced with few social issues include drug abuse, robbery,
migration of labors and unemployment of the youth. The strategies to overcome these social problems
could be proposed. The local government of Bang Phra should do well implementing of some
potential projects developed which are the Leadership Development Project, the Good Youth of Bang
Phra Project, Establishment Information Technology Center Project, the Extension of Village Water
Supply System Project and the ‘Anything Won’t be Missed’ (Ngang Rai Kor Mai Tok) Project. These
projects are useful and fit to addressing the problems on social aspect in the area and could help the
leaders having ideas and getting a better understanding to coping with all problems faced related to
local livelihoods.Considering to economic aspect, the local people living in this sub-district have not
had sufficient income to coping with all expenses. They have not paid an attention to a saving issue
and lacked of an access to the economic opportunities. The following projects could be seen to
overcoming these challenges. The local government should promote and develop a good quality of
life, set up the skills development training center, empower knowledge about saving in order to
strengthening community capital and the tourism development project for income generation.
Finally, the environmental aspect, there are some crucial issues found. The issues could be drawn are
the air pollution cause from transportation; especially the dust in the air, the odor pollution from
agricultural and industrial sectors, the noise pollution from traffic, deforestation, waste management
problem, traffic congestion during the rush hours. In order to minimizing these problems, the local
government should promote more environmental management initiatives, enhance the green
community, raise awareness about garbage and waste segregation. These example initiatives
proposed could help to support the Bang Phra Sub-district could be developed and become a livable,

strength and sustainable city.

Keywords: Community Master Plan, bang phra sub-district Administrative Organization
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