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Abstract

This paper aims to describe an analytical framework for the rise of populism
phenomenon in Thailand since the national election in year 2001 by arguing that the rise of
populism phenomenon in Thailand has resulted from three key factors: (1) The change in Thai
political power structure, (2) The adoption of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 1997,
and (3) The effect of financial crisis in 1997. For the effect of populist policy, the usage of

populist policy without responsibility and political moral may cause the damage to the economy
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in the long run, create a political dictatorship, and weaken society and enthusiasm of people to

assist themselves.

Keywords: Populism, Populist policy, Thaksin Shinawatra, Economic crisis, Thailand
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(1) a. A political philosophy supporting the rights and power of the people in their
struggle against the privileged elite. b. The movement organized around this philosophy.

(2) The philosophy of the Populist Party.
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13197 4.1 Poverty Indicators at the Regional Level in Thailand

Gini Poverty Incidence (%)
1996 2000 1996 1999
Greater Bangkok 0.38 0.36 0.6 0.2
Central 0.35 0.36 6.3 7.5
North 0.39 0.39 11.2 (10.4) 10.6
Northeast 0.39 0.40 19.4 (19.0) 30.8
South 0.37 0.38 115 15.7

Note: Greater Bangkok includes Bangkok's vicinity, and the figures in parentheses are my own

calculations based on the above Bangkok Post report and the official population data.

Source: Natenuj (2001); The National Statistical Office. http://www.nso.go.th

#31: Choi (2005)
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g‘ﬂﬁ 4.1 Absolute Poverty and Thai Rak Thai's Lead over the Democrat Party
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Note: The election results were downloaded from the Department of Local Administration.

http://www.dola.go.th after the second round of elections on January 29, 2001.

#31: Choi (2005)
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2531 2533 2535 2537 2539 2541 | 2543 | 2545 | 2547 | 2549
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NQusENIMUILAVIIBY

dadrusreneiionsglInaus Inavedszng (eeaz)

2531 2533 2535 2537 2539 2541 2543 2545 2547 2549
g 20% 1 1 (31es1edesiiqn) 6.08 6.00 5.75 6.05 6.10 6.49 6.15 6.32 6.17 6.15
Ny 20% 71 2 9.44 9.37 9.15 9.47 9.67 10.00 9.60 9.91 9.76 9.90
N 20% 713 13.39 13.25 13.21 13.45 13.60 14.16 13.65 14.06 13.93 14.22
N 20% 1 4 20.40 20.10 20.24 20.43 20.58 21.30 20.86 20.93 20.77 21.19
ngu 20% 71 5 (eTIeINTiga) 50.68 51.29 51.66 50.60 50.05 48.05 49.74 48.78 49.37 48.54
59 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00 | 100.00
Fadunguitsnguiit (1) 8.33 8.54 8.99 8.36 8.21 7.40 8.09 7.72 8.00 7.90
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