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Abstract

According to Lanna legends, Queen Chammadhevi of Lawo came to rule Hariphunchai kingdom
around the 8th century. Originally, this area was occupied by Lawa, aboriginal people. Queen
Chammadhevi’s coming brought Buddhism’s beliefs to spread in Lanna area. Many centuries later,
Hariphunchai kingdom was conquered by King Mangrai, and he willingly accepted Buddhism. King Mangrai
established Chiang Mai in 1296. All kings of the Mangrai Dynasty supported Buddhism, yet people still
believed in traditional spirit. Buddhism and superstition were mixed together. Lanna amulet is one sample
that reflects a close relationship between Buddhism and spirit or superstition. In the past, only persons
who had learnt in Buddhist education could make amulets. Nowadays, however, amulets are still made
by many fascinated people. Lanna amulets can be divided into two main groups: Piya for good luck and
popularity, and Gaya for protection and invulnerability. Amulets are both antique and art that is full of
beliefs. Some of them are original amulets from communities in Lanna, but some came from other
different cultural areas. This study classified all amulets such as Yan, Pha Yan, Benjapakee or the most
five popular amulets, ivory, horn, etc. Besides, the study also aims to examine superstitious features,
usability that serves both believing in faith and consoling oneself. Nowadays, amulets are so precious that
many people need tompossessmMany amulets from foreign areas, especially Shan state, are taken into
Thailand, and mafy ‘Lanna amulets are sold to other areas as well. Therefore, many new amulets are
made//o servﬁe ‘the demand, including phony ones. So, this study focuses on the wisdom in Lanna

amulets that shows unique identity of Lanna people.
j
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