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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the needs for conducting research, opinions of experts
concerning direction of research and the research direction of the School of Educational Studies. The research
process comprised two stages. The first stage was the study of the needs. The research sample consisted of 44
lecturers of the School of Educational Studies. The employed data collecting instrument was a dual-format rating
scale questionnaire dealing with the actual state and the expected state. Data were analyzed using the percentage,
mean, standard deviation, PNI_ ..., and content analysis. The second stage was the study of research direction
using a focus group discussion involving five experts and the conducting of public hearing involving lecturers of
the School of Educational Studies. The research instruments were a form containing guidelines for focus group
discussion and a form containing issues for public hearing. The data were analyzed with content analysis. The
research findings were as follows: 1) The need with the highest priority was that for conducting research study on
issues affecting the economy, issues affecting community and social development, distance education
management, and the university’s policy for educational development, respectively. 2) Results of the study of the
experts’ opinions concerning research direction, it was found that the experts agreed with the proposed direction.
They suggested additional research issues in all areas and provided the following recommendations: the research
studies of the School should be local area-based, the research that integrate education with other disciplines, and
the research that aim to develop the potential of people in a sustainable way using distance education as the core
of development with consideration of the implementation of the sufficiency economy philosophy. All lecturers
agreed with the research direction. 3) The research direction should cover two main areas: (1) the development of
instructional quality which consists of the university’s policy, and research study on the university’s distance
education management; and (2) the economic, community and social development which consists of the research

studies having impact on the economic development, and community and social development.
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