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Abstract

This study aims to explore goals of learning science and methods used for developing non-cognitive skills
in science classroom according to middle school teachers’ perspectives. Data were obtained from a questionnaire on
development of non-cognitive skills under the viewpoints of middle school science teachers. The questionnaire was
distributed to 25 randomly selected science teachers in 25 schools in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province. Twenty teachers
from 20 schools responded to the questionnaire. The response rate of the questionnaire was 80 percent. Data were analyzed
using the frequency, percentage, and content analysis. The interesting findings from data analysis were that the majority of
the teachers (75 percent) believed that the main goal of learning science was teaching science on content knowledge rather
than the cultivation of scientific mind or non-cognitive skills. As for the methods commonly used by teachers for teaching
non-cognitive skills in science classroom, it was found that they tended to use the positive and negative reinforcement, and
group work assignment. Also, 75 percent of the teachers expressed the need for development of the teacher profession to

enable them to teach non-cognitive skills in science classroom.

Keywords: Goal of learning science, Non-cognitive skills, Middle school
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