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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) factors predicting graduation for the students of the Bachelor of
Education Program, School of Educational Studies (SES), Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University (STOU), and
(2) guidelines for promotion of the graduation for students in the Bachelor of Education Program, School of Educational
Studies, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University. The key informants were 290 students who had graduated from the
Bachelor of Education Program of SES, STOU, and 10 experts on instruction in the distance education system. The research
instruments were a questionnaire on factors affecting the graduation, and a questionnaire on guidelines for promotion of
undergraduate students to graduate. Log-rank test, Kaplan Meier analysis, and Cox regression survival analysis were used
for analyzing quantitative data and content analysis for the qualitative data. The findings were as follows: (1) the survival
analysis showed none of the factors in this study that could fit the proposed survival function model and hence, no factor
was found to be able to predict the graduation of the undergraduate students in the study; by the way, when conducting the
survival analysis, two variables were found to have significant hazard ratios values, within the required study time, at
p>.01, namely, the majoring in Educational Measurement and Evaluation and the required minimum study time of the
program; and (2) guidelines to be initiated, for the university, in promoting the graduation of the undergraduate students of
Bachelor of Education Program were as follows: publicizing timely, promptly and through multiple channels, the
information on programs and learning methods; the having of clear guidelines on management of instructional activities;
the provision of an academic advisor for each student; the provision of appropriate and up-to-date study programs and

course contents; and the assignment of supplementary activities for the students to work on their own.

Keywords: Prediction, Graduation, Survival analysis, Distance education
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Group Obs *rmean *se(rmean) median Expected (O-EY2E (O-Ey2vV
curri=2Y, Guid&PsyCouns 58 2.578 0.155 2 45.13 3.67 7.45
Curri=2Y, Non-formalEd 22 2.705 0.233 2.5 19.26 0.39 0.70
Curri=2Y, EdTechnology 88 2.722 0.110 2.5 76.14 1.85 4.14
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Group Obs *rmean *se(rmean) median Expected (O-EY2E (O-Ey2nvV
Curri=2Y, EdMea&Eva 62 3.113 0.162 2.5 68.27 0.58 1.22
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Curri=3Y, EdTechnology 16 3.844 0.279 4 24.60 3.01 5.28
Curri=3Y, EdMea&Eva 17 3.765 0.325 4 25.47 2.81 4.95
Log-rank test Chisq=13.6 on 1 degrees of freedom, p=0.0002
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