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Abstract

Artistic expression reflecting society and politics and the censorship on freedom of
expression of creators and artists have been a phenomenon that occurs in Thailand since
May 2014. From time to time, many artistic works have been either deleted, destroyed
by officials, or censored from public media. The author, as one of many artists who
created works of art reflecting politics, was once banned in 2018 from showcasing his
art works in an art festival : “KhonKaen Manifesto : Liam Mab Mab, A Bright Light In An
Abandoned Building,” where the author's work featured drawings of faces of Thaksin
Shinawatra and General Prayut Chan-o-cha. After that, the author was invited to a
solo exhibition at NANYANG ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS in 2019 with an artistic work titled
“Sound of Silence in Thailand,” in which issues of government censorship on freedom
of expression in the Thai society and politics during that time, were exhibited. There
have been conflicts of opinion among the progressive groups and the conservatives. At
the same time, social movements against the ruling power were raised by young people
who sought a better future of themselves. This occurred in many countries like a moving
ripple, especially in Asia, including Thailand. Exhibited works included ink-on-paper
paintings, pencil-on-paper paintings, pastels works, and silent videos which conveyed
an interpretation of discomfort, oppression, a culture of censorship on free speech, or
a taboo for children arguing with adults that has rooted for so long in the Thai society.

Audience's responses to the exhibitions showed that they expressed a supportive opinion
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on the exhibited works. Some of the Thai audiences knew of the exhibition from the
publicity of the art gallery, as well as from those passing by, including the Singaporeans
and tourists that have also echoed a participatory opinion on the phenomenon of Thai
society being overpowered by dictatorship. In summary, both exhibits of the author,
though in different locations in the two countries, the artistic works can reflect political

issues, and create a different aesthetic perception to the audience.
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