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ABSTRACT

A Study of the Teaching and Leaming Process in Enhancing Thammasat University Students
Critical Thinking Ability in Life: TU115 Man and Literature through Modem Media aims to explore effective
methods in teaching and leaming through films, fictions and dramatic literatures to enhance students!
critical thinking abilities in a large classroom by a process of nurturing and exercising thinking skills as
students are geared to experience elements of arts and literature in selected works in class and are being
stimulated to give responses to the works with application of the arts and literature elements leamed
together with their own personal experiences. Data is collected from seven hundreds and fifty one students
who registered in the first semester of academic year 2006 by means of questionnaires, quizzes and
focus group. !

A comparative study on the quantitative data from the pre-test and post-test indicates that students
critical abilities achievements are statistically significant at & = 0.01, with 0.138 in relation to positive
value which demonstrates an average higher score on the post test to the pre-test.

A moderate level of achievements is shown in qualitative analysis from activities in the teaching
and leaming processes. Moreover, students’ self-assessments demonstrate three important factors
consecutively: that is, the students are more concemed with their action and its consequences in theil
relationship with others; they have positively changed their views towards themselves; they obtained bette!
skills in expressing their thoughts and feelings in a systematic manner.
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