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Abstract

The article analyses lesson-learned from the experiences of
the Graduate Volunteer Program at Thammasat University. There are 2
main reasons that contribute to the existence of the program through
time: 1) connectedness of the curriculums and contexts of Thai society
and 2) products and values of the program.

In 1960s, due to the development policy, Thailand had faced
socio-economic disparity between urban and rural sectors. Aiming to
take part in reducing inequality, the Graduate Volunteer Program was
established in 1969. Social and political changes in the country effected
the numbers of students participated in the program. As public education
has moved to serve the demand of labor market and government budget
allocation for universities are cut down, many programs have to be
financial reliance. The Graduate Volunteer Program, which holds different
concerns from other programs in the university, seems to go against
the main-stream.

However, the Program is able to operate in such
circumstances due to its products and values. Firstly, the program
success in developing its students. Secondly, the work of volunteer has
contributed to communities and organizations and lastly, knowledge
constructed from research (mini-thesis and independent studies) of

students are valuable.

Keywords: graduate volunteer, Thammasat University, half century
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