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Abstract

This article presents initial findings of a literature review for
a research project to assess the Graduate Diploma Program (Graduate
Volunteer), an effort by Puey Ungphakorn School of Development
Studies to periodically revise its primary curriculum. It seeks to understand
three topics as a groundwork for the program’s revision: (1) contexts
of rural society when the Program was founded (around 2010s);
(2) changes in rural society up until present; and (3) sociological
imagination of youths of the current generation who have grown up in
different social contexts from the former generations. Literature review
suggests that the Graduate Volunteer Program was founded during the
time when social inequality started to widen as a result of state’s National
Economic and Social Development Plan. Correspondingly the structure
of Thai rural society began to change especially as well due to changes
in economic and land-ownership structures. During that time, farmers,
students, and labours started to organized in collaborated movements
to tackle problems at policy level under certain shared social ideology.
At present, rural society has transformed dramatically over the past
five decades. In addition to transformation of livelihoods and mode
of production, current rural communities are dealing with overlapping
social value sets — between their traditional values and the modemn
ones which connect them to the global community. In parallel, social
imagination of youths today has noticeably varied from the past. There
are groups who focus on social problems at policy level; and there are

groups who focus on traditions and social values. Therefore, revision of
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the Graduate Volunteer Program curriculum should take into account:
(1) synergy between social imaginations of people in rural communities
and of the youths who are target group of the program, (2) the revised
curriculum should respond to the need of people in rural communities
whose learning culture has now increasing civic aspect and (3) the
curriculum should be designed to accommodate increasingly diverse
characteristics and interests in social problems of the youth who are

interested to join the program.

Keyword: Graduate Volunteer, Sociological Imagination, Youth learning

process
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