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Abstract

Development has gradually entered highland ethnic
communities in Thailand since early 1960s. Self-sufficient lifestyles
among the Pga K’nyau ethnic group in Chiang Mai Province, northern
Thailand, have changed to commercialism to earn income and
increasingly depend upon the market system. As more villagers enter
the capitalist system, the local ecology becomes more damaged.
Meanwhile, villagers are exploited by the capital market chain and
become scapegoats of mainstream society. They are labeled as people
who destroy natural resources upstream. Past research has indicated
that amidst development trends and discourse focusing upon capitalism,
Pga K’nyao villagers in Ban Maesa have been self-reflective, exchanged
and learned from people in other communities, and extended their
networks to organizations on local, national, and international levels.
Then they returned to conservative farming and used these networks
to protest the government’s Mae Chaem River Hydroelectric Power
Development Project, especially the dam associated with the project.
These findings imply that a longstanding social movement advocating
indigenous rights in the area has become a major strategy used by Pga
K’nyau leaders in Ban Maesa and nearby villages to halt dam construction

by the state government.

Keywords: Indigenous people, Social movement, Environment,

Ethnicity, Pga K’'nyau, Mae Chaem District.
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