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Abstract

This research explored approaches to managing household
debt inrural areas of Thailand relying mainly on agricultural income,
including debt management success factors in career investment and
daily expenses. Data was gathered from Community Fund
Management Center (CFMC) operational documents, interview with
community leaders and CFMC committee members from four

communities in four regions of Thailand. In addition, four workshops
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were organized. Results were that 1) macro level household debt
correlated to overall economic expansion, but household debt for
rural people shifted in the opposite direction, with three out of four
CFMCs studied reducing ratios of household debt to household
income to below the national average of 24.6% in 2019; 2) in addition
to reducing debt management of participating household members,
CFMCs also communicated intensively with individual members,
implementing income-generating and household expenditure-
reducing career development programs as parallel projects. These
findings suggest that further expanding successful policy driven
outcomes at the operational level should lead to poverty alleviation
and building community economies impacted by community

foundation capacity.
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