MIAINAIUANERNS INe1deNauAIans Uiy 89A1nTal UN1INe18855TUANERS
U9 6 aUuil 2 nsnnIAy - 5UIIAN 2566

Access by Legal Myanmar Migrant Workers with Continuous

Otherness Status to Social Welfare during the COVID-19 Pandemic'

Jiraphon Praithuean® and Busarin Lertchavalitsakul®

Abstract

This article studies problems and obstacles in accessing social welfare and adaptations
by legal Myanmar transnational workers faced in Thailand with an otherness status from
the government during the first wave of Coronavirus 2019 disease (Covid-19) pandemic
between March and November 2020. Data was gathered by in-depth interview from samples,
eight migrants working in Mueang Chiang Rai municipality between April and August 2021.
Results were that samples faced obstacles in claiming compensation for work termination
as employees impacted by Covid-19, and processing support for the burden of added
individual incurred costs. When needing governmental assistance and remedial measures,
they were treated as others due to ethnic bias embedded in society by long-term social
differentiation and discrimination based on citizenship and civil status. Covid-19 therefore

reflects the Thai state’s obliviousness to transnational workers, despite their legal status.
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