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The Ontology of Bangban Monkey Cheek Infrastructure!
Komluck Chaiya®*

Abstract

This article studied the working of Bangban monkey cheek infrastructure in one of
twelve water receiving fields of the lower Chao Phraya River basin, in Bangban district, Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province. Results were that Bangban monkey cheek was a hydraulic
infrastructure, complex, fluid, and difficult for the general public to understand because it was
impermanent and not an empty container that immediately diverts water for storage in the
area. Instead, it was formed by combining a vast spatial environment under non-homogeneous
relations of communities, houses, rice fields, roads, irrigation systems, and sand pits. In
addition, operations to turn lowland areas into monkey cheeks only occurred in years of
critical flooding in the Bangkok Metropolitan Area (BMA). General speaking, Bangban monkey
cheek did not exist continuously, making its existence imperceptible until it began to function.
However, this hydraulic infrastructure highly impacted local residents, especially during floods.
These investigations of the Bangban monkey cheek infrastructure may help clarify the flooding

problem in the Bangban lowland area more comprehensively.
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