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The Use of Community-Based Approaches to Promote Cultural Identity and

Place Attachment: An Educational Approach for Sustainable Development'
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Abstract

This article analyzes the concept of community-based learning management,
examines its relationship with development of cultural identity and attachment to place,
and presents applicational approaches to promote the preservation of local culture as an
educational strategy for sustainable development. The study reviews both Thai and
international literature and analyzes a case study from a school in Khon Kaen Province,
focusing particularly on integration through performing arts. The study found six mechanisms
suggested that community-based learning fosters cultural identity and place attachment:
direct experiences, interaction with knowledgeable people, equitable collaborative learning,
study of local history, study of human-environment relationships, and participation in
community activities.

The article also offers a critical analysis of four underlying assumptions, questioning
the cohesion of communities, the tension between local and universal knowledge, the
power in determining knowledge, and the risk of commodifying culture. It proposes new
perspectives that emphasize balancing conservation and development of youth empowerment
to exercise decision-making rather than merely inheriting culture without critical reflection,

and connecting thoughtfully with the SDGs.
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Applying this approach in different contexts still faces structural limitations and
variations in community capacity. Development strategies include policy improvement,
teacher capacity building, and creation of collaboration network. In practice, these strategies
involve engaging knowledge holders from diverse community groups, create space for students
to analyze what should be preserved, developed, or adapted to contemporary contexts,
and use international examples as inspiration rather than models. Community-based learning
is @ powerful mechanism for achieving sustainable development goals by balancing cultural

preservation, educational advancement, and community empowerment.

Keywords: Community-based learning, Cultural identity, Place attachment, Sustainable

Development
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