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Lao women in Xe Bang Fai Basin: Indigenous
people, Intersectionality, Emotional

grographies and impacts of Nam Thuen 2 Dam

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to argue that Nam Theun 2
Dam affects Lowland Lao women and ethnic Brou women differently.
The argument is based on the concepts of intersectionality, politics of
defining indigenous people in Laos, and emotional geographies. That
is, women in these two groups benefit and become victims of the dam
construction in disparate ways. The differences are largely due to the
Lao government’s politics of defining the term “Indigenous people”. Its
definition causes the Lowland Lao and Brou women to differ in their
access to benefits and in the ways in which the dam has affected them.
Furthermore, the article extends its analysis to cover emotional aspects,
in addition to material and measurable aspects of the benefits and
impacts of the dam; it argues that women from various socio-economic
statuses within each of these two communities have different ways of
expressing their frustrations, stress, anxiety and satisfaction regarding
their family wellbeing now and in the future as a result of the dam.
This shows that analysis of dam politics should not overlook emotional
dimensions embedded in the management of resources even at the
structural level of development. These newly explored dimensions are

helpful in understanding the politics of natural resources in a more
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profound and comprehensive way. This article is based a research
project, conducted between the end of 2014 and the beginning of 2015.
Thirty Lowland Lao women from 22 villages and 10 Brou women from 4
Brou villages participated in semi-structured interviews. Non-participant
observation and analysis of secondary sources documents were also

conducted.

Keywords: Women, Intersectionality, Indigenous people, Emotional

geographies and Nam Thuen 2 Dam
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