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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) determine the historical background of the
Offering Dance of Thai Phuan ethnic group in Mabplakhao Sub- district, Thayang District,
Phetchaburi, and 2) describe the components of the performance and choreography of the
Offering Dance of Thai Phuan ethnic group in Mabplakao sub-district, Thayang district, and
Phetchaburi province. The research used a qualitative study method. Data were collected from
documents and field survey by observing and interviewing stakeholders, and data were
analyzed, synthesized and concluded.

The research results were found that Thai Phuan people were the ethnic group who
migrated from Xiengkhuang Territory in People’s Democratic Republic of Laos and later they
had made a settlement in Phetchaburi. Today, their tradition and culture including the way of
their livings had been changed through time in Thai society. The traditional way of life of Puan
from Xiengkhuang Territory was lost, due to changes in the context of being a new civilization,
Thai Phuan, Petchaburi.

The offering dance of Thai Phuan in Mabplakhao has been passed down for over 200
years. The dance was originally called “Rum Phuan.” It was usually performed in Kudsam Kransi
Festival on 17" April to pay respect to the ancestors in heaven who were believed to be the
protectors of Phuan families. The festival was held every year, and the dance was performed in
front of the ancestor shrine of Moo 2, Mabplakao sub-district. The process of the festival began
with monks blessing ceremony, sand forming ceremony, oxen and carts offering ceremony, and
the offering dance.

The offering dance has been passed down from generation to generation. However,
evidence had not been yet proved when and who invented it. In the past, the dance was
performed by both men and women with improvised poem chanting and similar to Pleng Prob Kai,
a rhythmic song of play. The choreography, or the dancing figure, was a random movement
without pattemn. Later, the offering dance was performed by only women who were
descendants from Phuan group and they had to be virgin. The costume of the performer
consisted of white long sleeves blouse, long skirt, solden accessories, and a hair bun tucked
with a plumeria flower. The gamelan band, Thai orchestra, played music for the dance. This

dance was influenced by the Chatree theatrical performing dance of Phetchaburi.
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This research finding is useful for art conservation of Thai Phuan ethnic group in
Phetchaburi. It is the valuable cultural heritage of ethnic groups in Phetchaburi to exist for next

generations.

Keywords: Thai Phuan, Offering Dance, Phetchaburi
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