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Abstract

This article studied the belief in Kwan, from the problem issue that caused by doubts
about the meaning of Kwan, what Kwan is, how many kinds of Kwan are there? and
understanding of Kwan of the Westerner and the Easterner, the differences of understanding
about Kwan of them. The study was based on information from books, ritual texts, the academic
documents. The results of the study found that the belief and meaning of Kwan is a positive
concept in terms of encouragement and auspiciousness in life. Every people has a desire for
their life to be good. This wish is related to human destiny, which relates to each person’s fate.
The person’s fate is good or bad which depends on the condition of Kwan. The belief of Kwan
is humans’ belief in various races. Some races may not be called Kwan but they may be named
the other names. However, after studying the belief in supernatural things, some nations,
especially the Westerners, believe in Kwan in the form of encouraging, and the form of fortune,
talismans, or gods. Nowadays, Westerners understand Kwan in the form of encouragement by
critical thinking based on advanced science more than supernatural things. The Easterners’
belief in Kwan is based on supernatural things. It’s necessary for their life because it is an
encouraging thing in the form of a ritual. At the same time, when studying the beliefs of Western
and Eastern peoples found that there are 3 types of Kwan for the Westerners that are Kwan of
humans, Kwan of animals, and Kwan of plants. There are 4 types of Kwan for the Eastern people
which are Kwan of humans, Kwan of animals, Kwan of plants, and Kwan of non-living things.
However, the beliefs about the Kwan of the two nations are different. Western peoples do not
specify the condition of Kwan but Kwan is described in the form of ritual in which humans must

relate to plants and animals. This issue is the same as the ritual of the Eastern peoples

Keyword: Kwan, supernatural things
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