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Abstract

This research aimed to study the role of “mass media”, Sondhi Limthongkul
and the People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD.), who became a “prophet” through
using civil religion against the Thaksin Shinawatra government and to seek how the
issues of civil religion were presented on their television programs. The research
methodology was a content analysis both quantitative and qualitative. In order to
achieve research results, the 67 television programs from 6 September 2005 to 19
September 2006 were examined, and then, the frequency and the percentage of
statements appearing in the issues of the programs were analyzed. In addition, the
influence of social and political context along with elements of television program
production were considered while interpreting the program contents.

The study found that due to the government being legitimate from the
elections, to attack the government, mass media utilized civil religion as strategic
issues to stimulate the coalition against the government. It was the first phenomenon
that Thai television programs were merged with the public protest that portrayed the
persuasive evidence. For this political fighting, broadcasting television programs via
satellite were the main communication channel contributing to prophet role of Sondhi
Limthongkul and PAD. Especially, the television programs could empower the role of
Sondhi Limthongkul, the program moderator, as the respectable prophet who had
the opportunity to show his competence in news analysis and criticism based on
Dharma principles in Buddhism and civil religion before he became a leader against
the government. There were a total of 29 issues of civil religion presented on
television programs, divided into 4 groups of issues: 1) democratic politics 2) morality
and ethics of persons holding political positions 3) monarchy 4) religion and belief,
ordering from the most to the least percentage of appearing statements. The
television programs set news agendas by emphasizing the issues in accordance with
the situation and the goal of protest. The “conservative ideology code” was applied

to construct the meaning through signs that were words or activities showing respect
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for the monarchy and adhering to civil religion. Moreover, the “liberal ideology code”
was used to dominate the “reality representation code” and “television technical
code” of the programs to promote the importance of participation and the right to
information among the people.

Keywords: mass media, politic, television program, civil religion
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\ihdsuvdadoyarnandedn wazdildaueussindneuvesanuduialunisdears Taesin
IINTIUIULALUHATEINDUAUBIVDIETINNTYUYY saviadl “an” flanunsalddrevenuudn
ndnvesrenisoenuidediadugUsssy Wy anmenisiinfuumunnaiinvestudies g
\Wigu LLasfﬁ'?uﬁsJuﬁi’mawmmimﬁaq’ﬁwwé’wwau% Fanunefe nsinauenILes
ans1snuu s

lusgAufimeadunsiisiamaianisiiauemansimiiieaanen “dunuaiu
Wuase” lngldmadanisiniausjuuuuressients uasimadaniesnin naide wadanis
Unaueguiuuvesnenisinsviad Sauunliidu 6 guuuu ldun 5191153512191 518013
aunun emsieneaannisUnaseluiiyuyy 191158153991 S1eATUUUHAY Waz
semstuiis Tngsensluudassuuuufazimnzfunsiiausyseifiuaseiunndeiy
dnilvgidusensdievenan uie Reality funsiaueamenuduadsluaniuiivayy dw
wiedavnanmidunislindesnimiuaznisdfummiiediausaniunsainisyanslvigu
matuldsuimnunduaidlndidsstunissanviluaniuieds uazdawaonsanonensia
gaunsaflfianudaiaudelu wu maauenmiliauddyiuufisemesussrsugsm
yuyueg A iavefannsade lifgaunisaiuszasulaefilinudfyiuds e sussanoy

NMsaSPNUMIIEMEsanIseaunisal Tusienisinsial wuil nsasieeuviig
vosUsvinuasregluaumuANesTiaaaunsalaiafion Inenisuansdyqenng 9 lidee
\ude videRanssufiasmiinyuanidunszamndnid wagsssuineuimaiiios sy
swagaunsaindndililunisairsussfiuansylumssesiuigua gaunsaladadeudilasy
msUszneuaieimsiagaunsalieilon Saviouseninlumsldsianininausanuniuaie
wagsiamadamalnsimlilianuddyiunisddiuson uaganslunisfuiynamsves
Uszrnau Fedenndesiugaunisalvesfuasludsrussusdlneiidesiulundantdaeilu
nsiidsneiwesuyed fonsiiaueifugiandioudiFonin “Weuwisssn” dadu
nsreeanglunamauuaziaUssmdidnl it ugaumsaifiugures sl

anUsieNa
FarununaunsaaiuselalngadunuiAnued wnwmady (James M. Patterson,
2007: 1) e unuIMUszniAnveaueaus fuvednasaznauiusiinsUssvsuiielszansulay

a

edulaananudunusvesesrusenaulunisdeansndnae Usenian Uselfualsenaneds
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s3suinewdanaiiion uazguas lnefisnenisinsieduaznisyuyudunimdoules
anuduiusuesefUsynauisany Taslanzog1eds unumusznianvesuneaus flyaed
Anduldlusiuifdudinnasusteduisuna uiiRnannismaunuwilugiuzdemany dai
wihilvianudfusneunazitssainewimaiiionfsafund mauuasnszamndnid
paoaszaviaan 2 9 fadu mahvssdussainewimadesnifundnlunisdednis
maiesdadudesifuumenseousuld uenanieunmmvesnmsfudeinasuesidudi
Liunnsrsnnsidulszmanaunseuuufn unuimvesdesnavy wiengquiniifdey
(Functionalism) ¥@3a1@a1ias (Lasswell, 1971: 217) ldwn unumlunisaendeoqua
anmwndexludsaulnedungainadeulmildefansusengAfiveuvesiguianassnenu
Tfansvd uonaindu Sefunumilunisaiennududunissufoturesday uarunumly
nseheneausanmsdsanangunildlugdniunisiueauduasnguiusing leremnuveu
sssulunmsvihmihiisnwssainewimaiowarandugegavesuadadundsidamien
naudtodlne uiadugddudunseualanfdaifivdsunUasiddinvesaulne masodms
nadestusguredisuluiiuiidelnsiiemineuszaislugninadoulmsnasuruelugiu [
“Aauiaassd” Rdndusenisinsimiauniaagiusiinsgsmsenmsannsavanszauls
waTUssNINYILLA B LT FUIAT I as Az aruuuenld ArwiResTE a9
senstnstaduaiion ASTV fffumadede ez ASTV Wuiewaniifedlunadui
\Hudaszainiguna wagndninauenisnsgyiinvesiguiasgisaieduasdeie guaut
ANAND3 e elnsiimd dagaevinliueulunusyaunisal (Frame of experience) 704
UsgmanfugSuasnieanieaiu vieiliivszaunsalsmiuluFesitesdomstuldegng
357 FeanunsadrevendeyatiiansdvauninanuszmanludeTuaslildidilaginds
wazeadulureamgmsaifivivenundeans gesinamanrussevinssenandugSuans
fanadldidosnnninusaznmiudglidladmalderednay matiauemenislnsde
Swfunseansluanuiivuysdsdivssansamdaninnsaenensenisyauaseiesoeis
o1 SnvusiuiiaonadestuuuiAndosdvinisasni (Visualism) 10 fnd uay asey
(Louis Tietje and Steven Cresap, 2005: 1) #sa3unedvinavesdeiivenfiuetaonndasiu
FnsumananuiiBsUszdng nanfe fiuasasdeludsiiviuasianudeluddnny
anas 8aasm (Robert L.Hiliard, 2004: 8) fiosunesnidelnsimdansamfumsueaiues
Hounl8mAlavena e nsiatuarNsaId unINAUAINITINE0NTINANFURUS TENINg
Usemieniugsuans ﬁgﬂul,%ﬁmq’?ﬁa (Objective) waziiadnide (Subjective) uenlsioen il
wwauSavnauiusiings ianumnedunwinsiimisiensiiau Azdnansenusenisiu
vosFuamsetnadsdlalld ihffuasaniiusedunsiauvesussmeanuiel

dalauauuy
1) 91nran1sIdBasiuiisnsaseuimsanuAnvesUsenianlagldnagnsdoans
wuuivaevasunseun1sinuliiud Suans Saenansenuiinwenisseusunnufniiunie
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