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Development of Local Curriculum on Bang Saphan Gold at Ban Pah Ron
of Bang Saphan Witthaya School in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
Applying Participatory Action Research
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to: 1) study the local knowledge on Bang
Saphan gold at Ban Pah Ron, and 2) develop local curriculum on Bang Saphan gold
at Ban Pah Ron of Bang Saphan Witthaya School, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province by
applying participatory action research 3) study the results of experimental local
curriculum on Bang Saphan gold at Ban Pah Ron of Bang Saphan Witthaya School,
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province by applying participatory action research. There were 3
target groups as follows: 1) a group of community needs providers, 2) a group of local
knowledge providers, 3) an experimental group for using the local curriculum. The
target research area was Ban Pah Ron, Ron Thong Subdistrict, Bang Saphan District,
Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. The research tools were 2 interview forms, an
achievement test and a local curriculum evaluation form. The data were analyzed by
using percentage, mean and standard deviation. The qualitative data were analyzed
by using content analysis.

The research results were as follows: 1) The local knowledge on Bang Saphan
gold at Ban Pah Ron was that Bang Saphan gold digging and sifting was first occurred
during the reign of King Borommagote in 1647 in the Ayutthaya period and continued
until the early Rattanakosin period. Bang Saphan gold ore was mostly found at the
edges of Thong Canal and Huai Chang Han, important waterways at Ban Pah Ron, Ron
Thong Subdistrict, Bang Saphan District, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. Both waterways
were geologically composed of soil, silty soil, clay and gravel. The outstanding
characteristics of Bang Saphan gold at Ban Pah Ron were that it was the best gold
ore in Thailand, 99% pure gold, known as "Noppakhun Neau Kao", and the gold was
in the form of grain, flake, or powder. The villagers called it gold pellets and believed
that it was sacred and could prevent disasters and evil spirits. The gold digging and
panning of villagers in Ban Pah Ron was done by individual searcher. They did not
mine it, but panned it. The gold digging and panning tools included hoes, crowbars,
picks and wood saws. 2) The development of local curriculum on Bang Saphan gold

at Ban Pah Ron of Bang Saphan Witthaya School, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province by
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applying participatory action research revealed that the local curriculum components
consisted of a vision, mission, goal, course description, 4 learning units, and 8 learning
management plans in 20 hours. 3) The local curriculum experiment results were that
the students' learning achievement after learning was 17.03% higher than that existing
before learning. The evaluation of the local curriculum showed that every element of
the curriculum was in accordance with each other and the local curriculum was in
accordance with the context and needs of school and community.

Keywords: Local curriculum, Bang Saphan gold at Ban Pah Ron, Participatory action
research
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