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Ranat Thum’s practicing process according to the style of Khru Uthai Kaewla-iad
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Abstract
Ranat Thum is often likened to a joker of an ensemble due to its low timbre
and syncopated idiomatic melody that comedically contrasts to other instruments. Yet
the playing techniques of the instrument allows for freedom of melodic creativity depending
on the player’s knowledge and wit. This seemingly unrestricted playing possibility causes
a misunderstanding among young ranat thum players that the instrument does not
require a serious training. What is often emphasized are skills, technical flares, and

agility rather than mastery of aesthetics. This article thus aims to synthesize the
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knowledge transmitted from khru Uthai Kaewla-iad and apply the findings as a training
model for future ranat thum players.

The results revealed that according to khru Uthai Kaewla-iad, a ranat thum
learner must possess a “good head” (intelligence) and “good hands” (dexterity). These
two virtues can be acquired through several ranat thum drills starting from mallet
holding, controlling of mallet strokes, left-right hand distribution of a melody, and
wisely creating various melodic variation out of a single main melody. To create a
melodic variation for ranat thum, a player must accumulate the musical knowledge
from khru Uthai as a capital through the process of “study” (rian) and “extent the path”
(tau thang). The player may, for example, try to combine the first and second half of
the existing ten melodic variations to create ten new ones; but must above all
consider the rhyming between the two halves and convenient hand distribution.

Keywords: Ranat thum, training, khru Uthai Kaewla-iad
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