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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the effects of the centralization through the online
teaching policy of the Ministry of Education during the Covid-19 epidemic: A case
study of a small school in one sub-district in Nakhon Sawan Province. The method of
conducting research is a qualitative research method according to the social science
research model by using in-depth interviews with 3 target groups; educational institute
administrators, teachers, and board administrators of the four small schools.

The results of the research revealed that the centralized administration and
enforcement of the state's powers that commanded the top-down during the Covid-19
epidemic are both positives and negatives, which must lead to adaptation in each
school.

Positive Impact - During Emergencies, the central government must use its
decision-making powers to achieve the same standards across the country by allowing
the Ministry of Education to determine the teaching style as a criterion. Demonstrates
flexibility in discriminating against spatial contexts.

Negative effect — Because it is a top-down command system, this leads to
redundant, delayed, and over-documented reporting. It is considered a burden for
workers at all levels. And there are some orders from the Ministry of Education that
are ambiguous. The Ministry of Education is still under strict supervision by the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 Epidemic Situation Administration Center, which has no

freedom to manage education.

KEYWORDS: the centralization, Ministry of Education, Covid 19, A small school
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