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Perception of Thai Tone: A Case Study of Cambodia
Students in Rambhai Barni Rajabhat University
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Abstract

This objective of this research was to study the perception of Thai
tones in Cambodian students at Rambhai Bamni Rajabhat University. This
research was the qualitative research. The research instruments were an
interview form asking their experiences in using Thai and a listening test
assessing Thai 5 different tones in 86 words. The samples were 10 Cambodia
students from sophomore to senior years in Academic Year 2020.

The result revealed that Cambodian students at Rambhai Barni
Rajabhat University had a greater level of perception in the contour tone
than the static tone. In details, they highly perceived rising tone at 61.67%,
falling tone at 50.38%, mid tone at 48.89%, low tone at 33.68%, and high
tone at 31.50% respectively. Furthermore, the finding also indicated that
experiences in using Thai played a significant role in perceiving Thai different
tones. The samples with more experiences in using Thai had a greater level
of perceiving Thai different tones than those with less experiences in using
Thai.

Keywords: Thai as a foreign language, Thai tones, perception, Cambodian

students in Rambhai Barni Rajabhat University
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