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Abstract

This research has the following purposes: 1) to study the folktales in Muang
District, Chanthaburi Province, and 2) to examine the process of developing and
designing the folktales using the storyboarding method in the context of bilingual
folktales. Data was collected from two main sources: 1) documents from the
publishing project of the Office of Arts, Culture, and Community Development at
Ramphai Barni Rajabhat University, and 2) oral narrations from knowledgeable
community members with expertise in local culture in Muang District, Chanthaburi
Province. The research tools were developed through a three-step process: 1) data
collection, 2) design, and 3) the creation and development of the folktales.

The study revealed the origins of the folktales from Muang District, Chanthaburi
Province, resulting in the creation of three folktale media innovation: featuring The
Story of Consort Kawai, The Legend of Bang Kacha Village, and The Legend of Poang
Raed Village. These folktales have been published on a website to allow students and
the general public to learn about their local history. The research provides both
academic and public benefits by offering readers knowledge about local culture and
important community landmarks through the folktales. It also promotes reading skills
and serves to spread local culture to foreigners through bilingual (Thai and English)

folktales.

Keywords : Folktales, Story Board, Chanthaburi Province
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Nang Kawai

Once upon a time there was a king named Brommadthat who ruled the city of
Angkhaburi situated on the west side of Khao Sa Bap Mountain. He had the consort
named Princess Chongphiphat and from her he had ¢ot 2 sons named Prince
Kraiwongse and Prince Pongsuriyamat respectively. Afterwards the consort passed away
leaving the two sons with their father. Consequently the king got married with a
woman of Chong ethnic. Her name was Kawai. She was appointed the new consort. As
she was so beautiful she became much beloved to the king. By the king she got her
own son named Prince Waiyathat.

Afterwards Kawai was envying the sons of the late consort Chongpipat. She was
ambitious expecting Prince Waiyathat who was her own son to enthrone after the king
pass away so that she herself could hold the power. In order that the both princes,
Kraiwonge and Pongsuriyamat, could not be against to her way then she set the plan
to get rid of them who, according to the royal law, were more rightful to the throne.

The consort might have thought about this plan since her marriage. Once she
had begotten her own son she conducted her plan to make the King who actually
loved her, to be much more infatuating with herself than before. She even secretly
used a love-potion mixing in the King’s food to make him infatuated with her.
Whenever she had a chance she would ask the king to get rid of the two princes by
accusing the two stepsons of some bad deeds.

King Bhrommathat even infatuated with his wife, still had conscience. He didn’t
do anything violent to his sons but worrying that they might get assassinated some
days. In spite of the love he had for them, he then called for the two sons to explain
the condition with reasons to them and suggest them to flee from the city. Beside the
appropriate treasures provided, the king gave them each one basket of colorful gems,

as for expense during their travelling.
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By respect to their father, although Prince Kraiwongse and Prince Phongsuriyamat
knew the background of situation they went out of their father’s city to the northeast.
While travelling the two face a lot of severities and troubles as to almost wasting their
life. They at last arrived at the area of Battambon kingdom. They afterwards got
married with the daughters of the ruler of Battambong and lived their lives happily
there.

When Kawai attained success in the first step of her plan she then tried to seize
the power. She worried that if delaying the king might yield the throne to his sons who
were born from his late consort, so she poisoned the king.

After Bhrommathat passed away Kawai crowned her son Prince Waiyathat
without any obstacles. She also created herself the regent by the reason that the new
king was still young. With the power in her hand she maintained and developed the
forces as preparation for fighting against the enemy she expected might come from the
two princes who were expelled from the city.

The two brothers, Prince Kraiwongse and Prince Phongsuriyamat, who settled
down at a province of Battambong got the news about their father’s death of being
poisoned and about the city governing of Kawai. With wrath the lead the large fighting
forces consisting of war-elephants and cavalry past several villages (bans) such as Ban
Kamriang, Ban Bueng Chanang, Ban Plaeng and Ban Mai. When their armies arrived at
Ban Thappattee and crossed the Poang Nam Ron canal they took a break on the canal
bank near Ban King Kam Puch.

At the same time the pregnant wives of Kraiwongse and Phongsuriyamat lead
the forces following to help their husbands. They met that place. And at that very
place the wives delivered the babies, so the army had to spend few days there.

When the wives and their baby boys had become healthy enough the princes

then moved their armies past the following villages: Ban Klong Ta Khong, Ban
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Klongkhwang, and stopped for a break again at Ban Thapsai. From Ban Thapsai the
army continued moving and stopped at Ban Thapnakhorn (in the area of Makham
District). From Ban Thapnakhorn the army moved past several villages in the area of
the modern Makham District. It passed Ban Thaluang, Ban Saentor, Ban Namrak, and
Ban Songsanan (located on the bank of Chanthaburi River where the royal family
members in the army took a bath). At Ban Kor Suay the officers were ordered to set
the checkpoint for collecting the tribute. The army then moved to Ban Plappla and
settled down on the area of a swamp called Nong Thapman (around 1 kilometer north
of the present Wat Plappla School). Over the whole area of Plappla Sub district the
soldiers were ordered to dig the pools as to reserve water for the army that split to set
down. On the edge of the swamp named Nong PLappla (in the west of Wat Plappla),
a pavilion was built up to be the center for preparation of attacking the city of Kawai.

The two princes prepared their army to attack Kawai’s city. They formed the
army as the crow’s wings. They set the procession of soldiers, war-elephants, cavalry,
according to the military strategies in those days. Prince Kraiwongse, the elder brother,
lead the troop to attack by the left wing at the point later called Nong Phi Chay (the
elder brother’s swamp), but it is called at present Nong Khi Khway (the swamp of
buffalo’s dung), because a lot of buffalos passed through and drink water in it. The
place is in the south of Pha Neert City, or Kawai City.

Prince Phongsuriyamat, the younger brother, lead the troop to attack by the
right wing. He started from the north and then moved around to the west of the city.
His wing tip together with the supporting troops spread up to the bank of Chanthaburi
River in order to devastate and make an attack the west side and enter the city. The
two brothers surrounded the city not to allow Kawai to flee. The Laos troop, an
alliance of the two brothers settled at Ban Lao (also present called Ban Lao village in

village group no.13, Plappa sub district). Another alliance was Khom troop settling at
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Ban Khom (situating next to Ban Lao, on Chanthaburi River bank, and at present is the
village group no.1 of the sub district Chanthanimit).

Consort Kawai prepared military for protecting the city at every side. The battle
began at the place called Huang Thamkan (distorted to be Huang Thamma Kan). The
place is in between the sub districts of Plappla and Klong Narai, in the north of Kawai’s
city. The battle between the opposite sides were fighting ferociously in the northern
and the western battlefields.

In the western battle field the war elephant rode by Prince Phongsuriyamat was
facing the one rode by Prince Waiyathat (Kawai’s son). The both were fighting against
each other bravely. The latter’s elephant then became inferior to the former’s one.
Phongsuriyamat got chance andthen killed Waiyathat with his weapon, a long handled
spear. Waiyathat was killed on his elephant’s back. The soldiers were fighting in hand-
to-hand fights. The Waiyathat’s elephant and Kawai’s troops were defeated and
dispersed away back to inside the city. (The place where Phongsuriyamat and
Waiyathat were fighting was called Kor Thap Taek, or the island of breaking troop, but
has distorted to be called Kor Ta Baek).

Kawai got to know her son was killed and his troop was attacked dispersing
back to inside the city. She thought to stop the war before her enemy attack the city
with violence. She also thought to flee away from inside the city. She then ordered to
sow some gold along the frontline of Prince Phongsuriyamat’s troops announcing there
was nothing left inside the city because all the gold had been sown for the soldiers.
The place was surrounded with the groves of wild bamboo. The soldiers in
Kraiwongse’s and Phongsuriyamat’s troops cut the bamboo clumps down then
collected the gold. At present some left gold is often discovered. The place is now
called Khoke Thong Tua, or Mound of Scattered Gold, because it is a hish mound
surrounded by the paddy field.
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The Buddhist temple situating on this place was named Wat Thong Tua.
Consort Kawai collected some valuables and then prepared to flee through the south
bound of the city but she was not successful in fleeing because the enemy’s troops
invaded by that side. She then returned to inside of the city digging the holes and
buried the valuables. She also dropped a lot of gold down into her private privy. Kawai
entered her bedroom and drank the poison. She was believed to be dead in her
bedroom.

When Prince Kraiwong and Prince Phongsuriyamat got victorious in the battle
and occupied Kawai city. They settled down their troops in the city, collected the late
king’s treasure and then repaired Wat Thong Tua. After that they moved to a swamp
named Sa Tak Baat to celebrate their victory at that place, (The swamp was dug for
water at the time when the two brothers lead their troops for war, and nowadays it is
in the area of Dow Ruang village Group no.10, in Plappla sub district). They took the
urbanite people who liked to follow them and allowed those who wanted to live in
their old places. After the victory celebration at Sa Tak Baat the two princes went to
repair Wat Plappla.

After reforming Wat Plappla they named it Wat Plappla Chai Siri. In front side of
the temple they ordered to paint the picture of Prince Phongsuriyamat fighting on
elephant’s back and defeated Prince Waiyathat, as for a memory of that victory.
Afterwards they lead their armies and returned to build a new city at Kho Sam Sip
Mount, and lived there, (the city has become a ruined city in the area of Pongnamrom
District, and it is said still there are a lot of valuables under the ground).

It is the end of this legend. There are several swamps dug for water supplying

the armies, but not referred in the stories, because they are of small size.
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Legend of Ban Bang Kacha
Originally Ban Bang Ka Cha was a small village locating about 7-8 kilometers far
from Chanthaburi City. The communication was inconvenient and the people had to
walk only. The village was plentiful of dense forests and it was next to the canal. By
such circumstance, there were many bird species, especially the crows, residing the
area of the village. When the people passed by that village could hear the loud noise
of the birds over the forests. Therefore, the village was called “Ban Bang Ka Chap”, or

the village where the crows sit. But the name has been distorted to “Ban Bang Kacha.”
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At present the word “Bang Kacha” is the name of a sub district in Muang
District of Chanthaburi Province. The sub district is consisting of 12 villages. The name
“Bang Kacha” belongs to the first village. Other villages have different names such as
Ban Kabok Tia, Ban Tha Chalaep, Ban Kao, Ban Hua Hin, Ban Pa Tai, and Ban Kor Loi. All
these village names are in Bang Kacha sub district.

At present the Bang Kacha Village is much more developed than it was before.
There is a market in the village. The sanitation was established and afterwards it has
become Municipal District of Bang Kacha. The communication is convenient. It is the

passage between Chanthaburi City and District Tha Mai.
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Legend of Pong Rad Village
Poang Raet Village was in origin a small village, composing of only 10 houses. It
was located in the dense jungle in about 1 kilometer west of Khao Sa Bap Mount. Two

brooks flow through the middle of the village. Those brooks are called “Klong Poang
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Raet” and “Klong Wan Lueng.” In the north of the village there are swamp and salt
earth mound. In the west next to the salt earth there is a large mound about 1
kilometer wide and 3 kilometers long.

On the basis of a successive tale it was said that the area of that mound and
the dense forest of this village was the residence of various wild animals like birds,
monkeys, langurs, tigers, bears and rhinos. Those animals were depending on the
swamp for drinking and bathing. The rhinos residing around there came down to the
salt earth regularly, and then climbed up the mound to seek for food. They often
litted a lot of mud there, and by the mud they jilted off their bodies it became the
hisher mound than the surrounding ground. Thereafter, the village has been called
“Moo Ban Poang Raet,” or “the Village of Rhino Mound.”
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