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Abstract

Currently, the Japanese engage with fireflies in diverse ways. These interactions
can be broadly categorized into cultural appreciation, tourism, nature conservation,
research, and education. The relationship between the Japanese and fireflies
underwent a significant transformation during the Edo period, particularly in its later

stages. This relationship has evolved into the multifaceted engagement observed
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today, shaped by various historical developments. This essay aims to explore the
evolution of firefly perceptions up to the critical turning point of the late Edo period.
Initially influenced by Chinese thought, the view on fireflies gradually shifted to
embody a distinctly Japanese sentiment. As the quality of life for the common people
improved, fireflies became a focus of leisure activities, and in urbanized areas, they
were eventually subjected to commercialization. The luminescence of fireflies
possesses a captivating allure. While interactions with fireflies can be found in various
countries, it appears that no other nation engages with them as multifacetedly as
Japan does. This observation of Japan's unique engagement serves as the impetus for

this study.
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