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Abstract

This research article aims to study: 1) The strategies of literary references in Nora rituals.
2) The significance of literary references in the chants of Nora rituals. The study employs data
collection methods including document analysis, field interviews, and participant observation
of four Nora rituals: Yieb Sen, Kae Mern, Klong Hong, and Taeng Khe. The research focuses on
three Nora troupes from Phatthalung, Songkhla, and Pattani provinces and concludes with a
descriptive analysis of the findings.

The research findings reveal that: 1) The strategies of literary references in the chants
of Nora rituals across the four ceremonies involve newly composed verses inspired by classical
literature. These references occur in three forms: (1) Partial Episode Reference: In the Yieb Sen
ritual, the chant references an episode from Ramayana, specifically Phra Lak being struck by
the Mokkasak spear, where the poet adapts the original text into a Nora chant. (2) Event-based
Reference: In the Kae Mern ritual, the chant refers to Khun Chang Khun Phaen, specifically the
scene where Khun Phaen climbs into Khun Chang’s house, with a newly composed verse
inspired by the literary work. (3) Full-Event Reference: In the Klong Hong ritual, the chant
references Phra Suthon-Manora, and in the Taeng Khao ritual, the chant is derived from Krai
Thong, with lyrics closely resembling the original texts but modified for the Nora performance.
The Nora chants used in these references are drawn from local romantic literature and oral
traditions of sung poetry, which were originally widespread in Southern Thailand. 2) The
significance of Nora ritual chants in relation to literary references can be categorized into four
key aspects: (1) The connection between Southern Thailand and the royal capital through
performance literature. (2) The role of literary references in the Southern way of life,
particularly in three major ritual components: votive offerings, healing practices, and
auspicious ceremonies. (3) The relationship between Nora chants and the communities around
Songkhla Lake, which includes three key aspects: their connection to Nora legends in
explaining rituals, the association between chants and weapon-piercing ceremonies, and their
role in local traditions. (4) The role of Nora chants in fostering morale and spiritual strength
within the community. (5) The Nora master (Nora Yai) as a spiritual and intellectual leader

within the community.

Keywords: Allusion to Literature, Communication Strategies, Nora Ritual Texts
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