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The Dance Movements of a Female Character in Disguise:

Ramakien Performance: Chui Chai Surapana Kha
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Abstract

The research of this study on dance
movements of a female character in disguise
Chui  Chai

Surpanakha aims to study and analyze the

in Ramakien  performance:

role and importance of the disguised female

characters in Ramakien performance, as well

as its dramatic composition. The study
employs a comparison method between
instruction-based dance movements and

performance-based dance movements. The

research data are collected from literature
review, interview of Thai classical dance
experts, and inheritance of  dance

movements, performance videos and focus
group discussion to confirm the information.
This finds

storyline, to have three significant female

research Ramakien

characters in disguise: 1) Surpanakha or
Sammanakkha, whose role is crucial at the
beginning of the story leading to the war
between Rama and Ravana;, 2) Benyakai,
whose role is evident in the warfare
stratagems of Ravana; 3) Adool the Demoness
who causes the conflict between Rama and

Sita at the end of Ramakien story.
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The impersonating dances movements
of Surpanakha in Chui Chai Surpanakha are
inherited from the royal dance genre of
SuanKularb Palace. There are thirty-one
dance movements for Chui Chai song and the
dance style embodies graceful gesture. The
dancer must convey the stylized demeanor
and satisfaction through facial and eye
expressions. In addition, Mae Sri song has 24
lyrical dance movements expressing, sulking,
pretentious and bashful gesture, coupled with

a smiling face and obscure eye contact.

The comparative analysis of the
instruction-based and  performance-based
dance  movements reveals that the

instruction-based dance movements express
a direct interpretation of the lyrics while
those appearing in the performance are
interpreted based on the interaction with the
audience.

Movement, Female

Keyword:  Dance

Character, Chui Chai SurapanaKha
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