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Akha’s Embroidery Designs: A Case Study of the Akha Ethnic Group at
Huay Pong Village, Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province
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ABSTRACT
of this

research were to examine embroidery designs

The objectives qualitative
of the Akha ethnic group at Huay Pong Village,
Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province, and
to collect and categorize the designs to
facilitate product development of the designs.
Thirty informants were purposively selected
for interviewing about embroidery designs.
The

villagers

village headman, religious leader,

and participants
the data

by purposive

selection to give of Akha’s

embroidery designs.

The

semi-structured

research instruments were a

interview for individual in-
depth interviews, pictures of sample designs,
observations while inquiring, and records of
still The

descriptively and the embroidery designs

pictures. data were analyzed
were categorized in groups. It was found from
the study findings that the ethnic designs
have been passed down from generation to
generation.

is

The embroidery produced for

domestic use, not for sale, because it is a
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labor intensive, projects take a long time to
complete. Most of the designs are inspired by
nature, such as butterflies, birds, mountains,
flowers, and trees. The design unique to the
ethnic group is butterfly (Alumela), which

requires embroidery and stitch techniques.

Another design using the embroidery
technique is in the form of crosses.
Embroidery materials include small-sized

knitting wool, synthetic threads, and colored
cloth for decoration. Red is the main color for
embroidery. The designs are categorized into
three groups: basic, traditional and applied
designs.

Keywords : Akha Hilltribe, Embroidery Design,
Ethnic Group
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