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Local and Community Adaptation Approach along the Den Chai-Chiang Khong

Railway Route, Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

This research has objectives to study the impacts of the double-track railway project Den Chai—Chiang Khong
on local areas and communities in Chiang Rai Province and to propose appropriate adaptation approaches, including
strategies for development of the province's competitiveness capability. By using qualitative research methodology from
group discussions with communities nearby all 11 stations in Chiang Rai Province area, in areas along the railway route
Den Chai-Chiang Khong in Chiang Rai Province, interviews with community leaders in each community, and
organizing forums with related agencies. Data were analyzed by using content analysis principles, interpreted and linked
with objectives.

Research findings found that in the construction phase, communities received environmental impacts such as
flooding, dust, and road damage, including social problems from migrant labor, but positive economic effects also
occurred from workers' spending. In the long term, communities are concerned about accessibility to commercial areas
around stations and noise pollution. However, the areas have high potential in cultural tourism, agriculture, and OTOP
products. Adaptation approaches should cover personnel development in services, language, and logistics, value
creation for agricultural products and OTOP through processing and E-commerce, as well as conservation of wisdom
and local identity for community strength. The research also proposes a strategic framework with 4 main pillars:
development of smart logistics system, promotion of seamless tourism, elevation of community economy, and urban
planning with personnel development, all of which must be implemented in parallel with solving current problems and

proactive planning, to create inclusive and sustainable growth for Chiang Rai Province.

Keywords: Local and Community Adaptation, Den Chai-Chiang Rai Railway
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