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Fundamental Elements of Medical Malpractice
Roengrudee Patanavanich M.D., LL.M., Ph.D.*

Abstract

There is no specific laws in Thailand that deals with medical malpractice
lawsuits. In general, the Thai court applies tort law which is codified and national to
medical malpractice claims. However, the characteristics of medical neglicence cases
are quite different from general negligence cases in terms of the doctor-patient
relationship, the nature of diseases and the standard of care. Therefore, the four
mandatory elements of medical malpractice: the duty, the breach of the standard of
care, the injury, and the causation between the breach of care and the injury should
be considered. To be specific, the duty of care starts from a relationship between a
patient and a doctor. When the doctor owns a duty of care to the patient, the doctor
must follow the standard of care. If the doctor fails to meet the standard of care
proven by other doctors under similar circumstances and that failure causes direct
harm to the patient, then medical malpractice by negligence is established. Although,
Thailand does not have a clear definition of the four elements coded in a specific law,
court decisions in many medical malpractice cases tend to follow these elements. This
paper should help readers understand the concept of medical malpractice and be

beneficial to medical malpractice trials in Thailand.

Keywords: medical malpractice, medical negligence, standard of care, doctor-patient

relationship

*Lecturer, Department of Community Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi
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nsunng lnaaaluansglanmannisiilunisiansanefaiusuiianianisunngliin
ARANSURANsazliavnanisunng desfigaubiiuly 4 esdUseneu (Mcintyre v.
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des 1udu daunisfuitangugideanny malnedildsifalasuilaneudiderviy
angiugiRnluiuiivieredufeiuiiiamg wiinandufidemnyivfifnue
TulsaSeuunmd Aeglungaymumunsusedanislva)q Femalvesinaylsieuddydiu
nsdrsdmeudidermnaenisnsiifsdestunnslsavesidemeluafidus
wmsgunsinwilagldanudemyuounmdiunms (specialization)
nouiilinifesidaFosiiudiuld uedradinmudomguounmdfasei

amzmaduthevesdidemedudidy warazfolummdlanensdinasgiunssnwi
gendunngilulunisinewderinsmaniaidieatu ddunsiigiaeldsunsineain
wndiluagiunnsgiunisinuvesunmdionenanliiuzeuioulild wininiy
wiméinlulsvihmssnwidtheusnmileanveuiwn 1wy sivinonslugiaedsundody
YOUIIRNUTDINTSIaNENS nsdidunmdiluiFesimunesgumsinumveaunmd
argneiiu uazenaenaesiinsinvvesundliiminzan ieswinlusuiunisds
soluliunmdianemaduginissnuies 1w luadilanduszaug URmaualiiluidh
mdngluwuurmdvhluilsmeuagusy uwndasasumenuiiinszanmanuin I
nasnwlnednandeiundeuazdanly uazuusiligasionsldsuussdiluny
frwunmdlutuietu Fadeduaglunudnyunmdnuinfinnsiaidefiniogisguuss fea
kLo dgoen fnalilandniven afinsmaduiuuasaagnssaiitadei ns
Snwwasunndluviuifnmessu  Wunmsssamdudeidomnastuiuwmg
vhldlsioravhmsinusenueslduasasdsiednyunmelaeiiud
wonanilulszmdlng fhazliiwinfuneuiidanudervgeniznig
gl 1wy Mfiwinsnil 10416/2555 unsaliftaededinseninemnis
rdnldRasnauTilsaneuaguey weugdermnagdielandduummgiialy sdnenna
vhussimslrevidlvdundaosnmdlaldinnsgiu duneufideovgiedias
Juensdunndanunidydinet dldanuiuiemaiinisnsgyiveswunmdgnsianiy
wmsgIunsUsEnauInIinuda aftmafiuimenudiesuaeiidminindedomnndy
werureland esnnufiReuduvidydunmdlaenss wazfinanweniies vdelud
finnwniniil 14229/2555 Hunsdififineiinneinundudsidadiluaiesinnnd
Und lifhileauosiausiusniin (hydranencephaly) laniflesdesnomainunndluvinnis
Snwgthsuadlinduumenisinvidelanddausiiaonaon ausligieaussiinng
wazideTinlunadon woridemgueslandivinmidsiidnenriinisinuveaunng
lailfunsgiu Aeldvhnisinulaenisszuneiioaniinaussvesdiae vilfeinisves
fuasugas matdadeimenilandsedldlddugnsadnunitiened vssneufulild
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Wuwnmdidnmgamzmiluaviniifsdesiuenistisvesiie Wuiisaunng
shaluvhaududaenssmaiuanuny dmeiulanduinddsldddwiinindede
wmsgunsinwlaglduuny fiafseiuresmme (schools of thought)
Foswausuilumensuwnmd msshwilsanilegeraaziinwimenissneldvane
3% nmstmuaasgunsinviduluuifeadulunisinulsanieg Seinldean vinli
8NN3 “two schools of thought” Wuatleudesediiunndsinazthunliidognileand
anufuiiamanisuime lngvnunngdanisinwnlaeisildsunseensuluanisunmd
sy madendnmmileflisidesiuiin winsagidadeiuumissdng
wuulafildfunissensu maluansglénmdnnisinnsanusadiuidlilued Jones v.
Chidester (1992) FwMsinwuanisglizunissensuideiilonumadisnan
iunsseniunnumdifiveidsuaglifunsiuieiduiuauiinnmens Tnsmnidy
wansinwmadendildiunissensuanunmdifivsngulanguviaviounndduiios
(reputable minority) Jagtumavzlisensulildiludenodvosunnd
Uszinalnglalddnguminedmusluideswnujoaiasduiduiiseuiud
annsalfidutosedliograduluansy uwinmdniummddeadonnssnuluseiuiia
ﬁqﬂiuamumizﬁﬂy’uq AUNIZ IV YEAITITNIYATIN (11937 31) Usznoududetsnu
WINBANIPENTINTSEsTTIWAAIN TN 1 15 Afsundn “Guszneuindwiny

a

N33UARISNYININTFINTRINTUTENBUITITNI VNI THlUSEAUNAN R lua N1 SaltiuY

q
' Y

meldmnuansauazdediinnuniig 3de uasnginisaiifey” fegradfininu
vosmalneludesnslinissnuiindgaluaniunisaifug Wy faefonisduasss
aaon Fdlusuuinsiilsmeunaguruwimis vuzsenaondihefiennsuaad unnd
ihnateiuAuindesiuardsiolulsmeaguiifdnenimgend udrounas
wazynslunssAdeddn landiipfueswied1adn ALunvglsameIuiagusy aziaeme
il llldquaguasnunnasgiindn Lifidydumdviogiunmdfiarunsaitede
wazthewdediheldviurhaiteiliiheussmanluassfidedin aftdmadusuiazena
gvssalfimnweniles lnermaidadedn fuunndlsmenuraguvuilldasiaesontii Tng
vhnsiuAuimdeasuuds mafllsmeunaldldindarhasenlasiuiifidosnndu
Tsangruaguyuvuadniidesindunisunmd we1ua YaanInienIsunng uag
insesilounmd MifioaunndnvUfin il Liflgiunnd wagddydunnd lifidnenmi
wshdaviraeniideddtunndidoraanie madudunsidinrhaasaazifiuai
Hostudtasuasmsnluassiinniu fdunisdiiunmsvesiiuunmelsmeuagumuis
forfunsujifmhidediasuasmsnlunssdniunasgiuvesnisuszneuindnneg
nysusEAuRfnandmiunsraenlulsmeuiavesigesafiuniuiuazauansg
Wi (AfimneAagnesainia 1 71 3245/2558)
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ffeniiulsmmilsvesnisfigaiifosnsgiumsinuilidndudessneds
weugiBervamnanisunme 16uA Res Ipsa Loquitur (the thing speaks for itself) #3o
ndnitdn Asfudsvenlddeiies udnnstgninaldfuaifinmlunsnvneiuialu
nsd@ifianudemefiinduiuausssunialy awnsadldiesininannisinwiiiin
wmsglagliidodddmeugidormgmenisunmduniiged Wy nsdiumdridaiiadng
viensdunndauinfosnioiniasiordnl utesiemositian nadilandlisuiudos
thneufideanapniigadindnsnseiazidaviefandniv el udlidumii
vosdnasigigatiauillinszyhagifin wildinisinuegisgnienuunsgIuums
VTN

Tudszialnedimininumaginifinessimdnnisiuldiieuidedddde i
finnwfind 18961/2556 lnsadtidunsdfiunmddslvimeianeavietiemelaiine
vaafiheoen ilesarnifiuingfuasuiazmeslaieldudy udnrevdsnisaenviossn
Uszanas 5 wiigdreiennisnszidennsyaumelalils wilavgaiu WunavilidUaed
ArfinIsnaNBsegas ARtimainitaduiinisnssvhveaunmduarneuade
\unisnsgvhituszumiduidestishoussuasinalaensssifiisiinnufinismsanes
06190125 Tngliisududesdinoufidornguriigadiinisigiaesionnismeladade
Viufindsanngnaeaviediemelasen Juaslunalagnssainnisnseyindanan

3. anudemediinainn1sine (Actual Harm or Injury)
29AUTENOUAIAYAANIYDIANUSURABZIEANIIAITUNNE AB N15ABITAINM
domeiatutuging fennudemeiunfesfugndusuresmsilesfesiduaionn
uazARue uazmaazanlifarsaidduisnaftesfomielal luafionn nguane
Syalilulszananguingisfiasanenuengiunem 28 “yanawariiisiunatios
Afegydena (1) wilnnudems ) fideme” wavlusmsn 2 (@) dwualid
“§idome mneanuieyanadldfuanudomne esainnsnsgiingiulagiunils
3’mﬁgﬂqﬂﬂa§'uﬁﬁéwuw%’mﬂmmuiﬁ MUgealuung 4, 5 uay 6”

Tumauns nguaneidesmnuiuiniieazidia 11091 420 WisUszanangysne
wiswagyndlvd Ty “glaaslavideuszanmiduide siveyanadu nefinnguanels
WIAeMERATIRAR uAs1seAn oundlefd @i nindaunieansedmiliogns
1afd viru fifwhesdin Sieddeaulmmaunuiionisdu” Srfuanildd fod
mmLﬁammﬁw’ﬁuﬁwzmuaaﬁﬂ'ﬁzﬂaummﬁfﬂugmaxLﬁm mafnaeItadelu
Ussifudmndshifienmdemediotu unddenlifesiuinguazde i Tus
fnnsiniil 5637/2533 landflesiunnddadninduietosiulsainwosuuland
Turaiedinensss nelanddreiiadutienaasiilimsnlunssdifnunianuinigld
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windnenlandiinnuinasganaulivesunisyiuieanumme nsdldanandene

FazRnfemsniiinundauiinas uirudemetssldldietu nsilansldverh

wnstmsizndaldierinmsnluassnaznaeneeniniinis nsnseviveswnngdalaidunis

Azl

4. anudemefesduNUSAUNIRANINTFINIVITN (Causation)
degaldudiidinisusznevindniiialuainuinsgiu uaziianudenie

v '
= a

Antu dsiidesfigadsomaneunde  anudemeldudeulunalaenseainnisuszney

'
a

Adwiaaluaninasgidndn Fansiigadazeinnitafaziiievilufinnudiiusyes
nsazdiniuanudemersutisazasiluasan nanfe landluafaudenenianis
wnndinasdugian viediiineBanmainlslalsavisogioundn diuaudee
<v|mmuﬂuwLaamammuﬂwmammmwamﬂwmﬁamwsuaﬂamawiammmwmﬂu
ns$nwniotaaninsiuiy uarunedinsinugtassevisennasiiyaainsmg
Msunndiferdomanere ezmmﬁwqaummauwuﬁumaa’L%mmgmmLﬁumszmyma
NTHNNE
vannsfigaanuduiusseninansnszyiniunanisnszyinlaealagldndn
i dlisdmidadetu Snamiierliiiin (the more probable than not standard
for "but-for') naAearfiansanainvglnddalaenssiineliinanudsnie
(proximate cause) uiilosananududoulumanisunngdlidnannaniniesinisues
Frhefuanseiu mssnwddaiannsasziusedldimanisinmezduluauiisssy
Witsnua ilvafazifianianisunndagldndnnisfigadifisnfufe “reasonable
medical  certainty” fifosiivdngiunansunmifanivananefiazyilidoldinniny
Fometudunalnenssannsnsgifaumsgudndnlussduimsumglasily
goNSU LU MsTigieTineiiusy iauien Tusumssnuniilsmeunauimilslaglfuds
UsgdAnisusioudunndudy Usinginunmdliarselunguifedfuiiguiounen nds
Sutszmuendtievuead gniddsiesanidu nsdidudmnifuafiesdiniiluenaas
nandInInueaivesiliinainnisuiien Fedmnlalasuusenuen flaefasly
wunaR) winsnandiatuilifioms dududesdindngrumnbusudedinisigiae
vanaRAnINATURENT3e wazumsuienildzuanlsmetua (aldinanaude
TuhaziAnanmsuienlaglifivdngiuéneds viefnanaumndus)
nsfiAEsMEinINNenSan1nyadsATenURaUNAwsn1n
Tngilunsiifgadlsinanudenoinanneidanineslsaomioniny
Aunfusfiln masinagidadednlifeadeatunsuinazidansnsunmd iesann

anudsmeldlaidunalaenssainnisnssiRaunsgIuanTnasnssy uin1siigailsies
Juiigaillaeneuifianudsivgysuisieadvdngiunanisunndduduegadaau
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it Tu Pelton v. Tri-State Memorial Hospital (1992) afitlunfnaeayns sewinenis
AaBANUINIINITARENEINWNNE laNee1uTAaeanIaesnaenlagldhutiunaanuall
ausanaenld aavnedesinnisiifinaaen AeRImuINANTioIN1INITENEY HAWINTT
a1t landdsheduileswnnginnisiiraenvesundiauassruvilianiinunianaim
finsvnsanes ladnsiigainansunndlagisnnalasiuley asiaensdnauiunes
wavnsI98uY Snuangedie nuinsiindavesinisinainanuiaunfiveddasiuley
vounnes Wlddunaunannisviaaen nsdianuiinUnfuddndalulvelditadelily
Ffininuniniil 1422972555 \unsdilandiansiluaueaiudusiusneasn uwme
drnrsidaduifiuiiunuiilandidulsaidoaneslngaarsnatefugais
(hydranencephaly) Aaifaden ﬂia‘iﬁLﬁudﬂwﬁLﬂu‘hﬂmé’ﬂLwiasﬂumsﬁmim il
Aindunends msfilandfauianume Sdiauvmuiainisadingns uagneumdngiu
yaslandileldlainnsesasnwvesnnd dululneyssumseRauasgruduaning i
landideme Annwieniles
Tudszimalnedaidedrinlunisigadlagldinaluladnisnsuwngiviuatonn
Aadsanngiwiaiwosmnudems msfigavinnuduiusszninennudemeiung
nszyiinu1nsguindn dulngiudunisiigailaeaideainudniuresneiu
Amagiisadiefifiansaunainuseiadoundesiae wu ludfininwijnni
6887/2559 ({uafnaenyns iszwinnisaasanutiymiinmsnaeainiduideatu uwnd
nsilsmenaguuldnesntisinasnmatesnaonlngliiniesgagyainia uslsl
dusadslddeunslulsmenunauszdrdmiafieviinisiidanaen desnuininnaen
pomnfinufinavnsauss inds dnnsenn Sorn1snsanee usedtineudideiglv
anadiuieuiaunfvedandidaldvatsanng Wy sewiadaassd msaiulssn
gfutssdniou viefinsfndosshaieassd vielnmeldsuasivniedelida vie
s¥MINITAABADI9TAIENNTVIREBNEIL WianninaeauIwAull wiendiaasns]
nshndenisanes Ussnoufunstufinesunmdnyinvazaaeaiiindifissnmznisen
ponTueg ey SauAumsiimafiansaniuinsquadiievesiiuunmdilssmeuna
yuyudulupunasgunuantunsaiuds madsitedeinsdisslionatddaléins
finsmeanssweslandifunalngnssannnisnaendianifilsmeuiagasy Ainnwien
flos Inelailddnsnmaduduaummiuiiaseseafinsmaanoswoudin)
nsdlanudsmeininneSaninuedsasauiun1snszAaunsgu
n3m79 Aadeunzdnwmensunmgiuiiaududou aunnANuinUnfve
o1msuisgiinaziildvatsaung  uaglasvhluunmdiinagliannsadudulsinana
Andnfinannugle e rufidemagiliannsofaduldianuduiussewing
Anudsmeindunasinnisinuivesunndnialifssedu “reasonable  medical
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v

certainty” nsflllmatuansginaeitadululuniedy winnuiinunfvesfidemeiiingn

v
a

Fansfles¥estiAinannnersanmmionisduiuvelsavesfideonoies urnniinig
ﬂszﬁﬁﬂmmgmé’magﬁaEJLLazmsﬂiw‘hﬁmmmgmmiﬂizﬂau%ﬁwn%msuﬁ#uiﬂ
diuamides sihldnedanmuesdidemendas viediulseluifitedu deilfasiod
arundemeiuunalnensediiaannisnseyinfnassuiund w lued Mitzelfelt
v. Kamrin (1990) Q’ﬂamﬁmmwé’m’mﬁqﬁa (quadriparesis) NeuHINSHIAANTEANEY
ndasziuae (cervical laminectomy) Fsflosfiuummeivhnssindninnisaiuauaudy
Tafnvosftheseminvhmandadauunnsesdsmalidonluidsdlodundslifiome
awhlsftheinnmesumiasisi mahiunuidnisanamoseruduladinvesiag
TuvaizrndasninMzasnfeas ImawmuﬁﬁmmﬁgﬁLLammwmﬁu’jﬂmiamawaﬂ
anudulafindandndwarouiinandeniluidsdlvdunduazannsadumaliiin
Sumiald werufiFermgBniulinnuiuitenisvesiisuuuiiuiasvhmanindn f
seiUsvan 20% Afnernssimadeauild wimadtedeinanssimoaummed
muauanusuladinunnsedldluiivenudssvesnisiinduniavesiiae usineed
FUhssdLogudTaziAnanzdumausinsindaazduiuluegsnd Annwliland
YU

Tudsewalnemaldinisidedelaglindnmaiestuifly  miwnwvifnii
12498/2558 \Junsdiiilandflosiumndvinnsidasdelsainulsaveslandardwililand
dosfinsilosnintailsatuanes maddaduiumelildhnnsainulandasudou
aunanizinisunng de lldvinisaeuaudlnddavestandinieluinlsaniely
waglilfdsnatonusduonvedandlulvfidervigeiuna uiineudidorvgazls
Anumiwinnsitadetaulsaludniinlaeinninglug mndeliaunsaidadeliuiueou
fnagliliounsgnatnafsswesengs waensdinlsaluanowuanshavesgninaiowds
wiagyiNssnweiee uwimeng1saninvedlsa Ussana 10-70% vediieavidedin
mnsentinfazdanufinsvnaanss neufiderngdslimnuiuiinisinuveunmd
Tunsdlifohlalldadn mavesinisiuwnslivinundnivnivhliludiueudes
sonsaduvedlsavinliialsnqnanlufiaussouinanesiinig Jaiwminulilanduus
A

Tuansgowiniinisihadfifeadunisiialen vienssendinainlsaundu
frmualunisfiansaned Tasigenudnnisiin “loss of chance doctrine” Aelunsdlil
ftheszeraninevieflomaseatintiosndt 50% lidazdnuieislafioy nadias
\HunseniifihsaziigaiinmadeTininananuianainannsinyvenme ma
Fmamdn i hnsdidihefssfiguiimnnssnsiiuluegsgniomsivinasyinli
Tomasoniinvesiinegetu (wilufianiieasdedinftam) 1wy nsdifuasusnsen
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