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World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
Assoc. Prof. Dr.Nithat Sirichotiratana

Abstract

World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(WHO FCTC) has given a new dimension to international health cooperation, with
the legal framework in creating healthy future for the world population. The years
of preparation and negotiation of the WHO FCTC were seminal years for WHO and
its government and private sector partners. The engagement and negotiations
were transforming, nurturing a sense of ownership of tobacco control that in many
cases translated into early actions at national and local levels. The commitment
was most evident in the number of national legislative and policy initiatives
consistent with the FCTC that were adopted even before it entered into force.
Negotiating the WHO FCTC raised the political profile of tobacco as a global public
health problem, improved awareness of the issues and effective interventions
among policy-makers and resulted in an agreed global agenda for action. The
negotiation for the FCTC gave rise to the Framework Convention Alliance, a global
network of nongovernmental organizations working on various aspects of tobacco
control.  The Alliance was one of the principal non-State participants to the
process, promoting the important role of civil society in policy-making. The history
of WHO FCTC is public health history in the making. As the first global health
treaty negotiated under the auspices of WHO, the FCTC has given a new legal

dimension to international health cooperation.

Keywords: Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, World Health Organization,

Framework Convention Alliance
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