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Restrictions on Morphine Administration: A Comparative Study
on Thailand, Germany, The United Kingdom, and the United States

Chutiwat Praditpastra*
Abstract

Morphine, an opioid analgesic (a derivative from opium), is widely used
medically. The World Health Organisation’s Pain Relief Ladder has
recommended morphine administration for moderate or severe pain. The aim
of this research is to study the restrictions on medically administered morphine. The
research is based on academic materials including books, articles, and journals, as
well as legal and other related materials in Thai and other languages in order to
conduct a comparative study on the laws governing morphine administration in
Thailand, Germany, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

The study shows that morphine restriction measures, implemented
independently by each health facility, are varied. This situation causes undue
difficulty for patients in need of constant and continuous use of morphine, i.e.
patients with chronic pain or terminal patients under palliative care to get access to
morphine. Comparing with morphine restriction regimes in aforementioned
countries, the study finds out that restriction on morphine, similar to Thailand’s, is
also implemented but there is exemption for patients in need of constant and
continuous use of morphine, i.e. patients with chronic condition or terminal patients
under palliative care.

According to the result, a health facility should implement morphine
restriction regime in accordance with patient’s clinical condition, in other words, in
the case of a patient in need of constant and continuous use of morphine, i.e. a
patients with chronic condition or a terminal patient under palliative care should
receive exemption from restriction which would allow proper morphine
administration, in accordance to the clinical condition.

Key words: Morphine Restriction Measure, Morphine Administration Control,
Morphine Restriction.
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1. Unu1 (Introduction)
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4. ﬁ'a;ULLaz"fJ'aLauaLLuz (Conclusion and Recommendation)

Aidsudiuinmsirfauiinansdsesesiumslilugisifonsuinuuy
deoundu vide “Acute pain” uslunsdivesfieiifornmstinuuuiiess wiefdae
szovaevnefldsumsguasnuinuulseAudseaes (Palliative care) msdstnosesily
TrurguaelaluvsuamduluaiueinismsadinvesdUaniduddey dl44
AU UIAUEIN s vl RSN sdsseuesuldlulsinallsiifu
20 in viiedsdneuesiulalaiAu 30 e iedsronosTuduTnaidUsanse
8l 1 0vfind | 2 01fing we 1 ey Wudu Fsmstmuadiiausuusana
ﬁ?wflumaﬁmumﬂ%mmﬁlu’é’uﬁuéﬁummimmaﬁmmﬂﬂwimwiazmaﬁﬁmm
uansinsiusenly nanie fUlsudazsedienmmsadiniunnsisiy wasdsndu
FeamsTduesiuluuimaniuandistu msdmunUsununsdssiefiduuiim
ety lieorailuldtufinennaeiifionsnasadniiuansatuld fafunissiia
UinamsdssneuesilusananieliiAatgmmadnfeesuvesiiae nanfelu
ndivesftaniifiomstanuuuiEess vieuassrergareildfunisguainuuuy
UseAudszaosifienudndusiodduesfiuduuszdeddeiiios msdrausuums
Faineuosiuiiliduiusfvennismenadnuestaevinlviiioddmesfulsie
arueng1uin Inedesfumananungiviatsstuitefuuesiiu §ilsuiiuiily
nsdlfasiifionnistinuuuiieds vieduaessaraaiineilldsunisquainuiuuy
Uszduuseresiifinnudndudoslduesilu msanansadedtsuesfuldluusuad

o o

Dulumuenmsmeedinuesiiieidud ey

o

1@N&1591994 (References)

ANENSIUNSINFUNTIULaEMSUIURALSNeNUIaATIY. (2560). Hight Alert Drug fidlansly
gidanuideags. fanindall 4. ngavmumuas : lamenuaAsn.

“wsesvdyaReamdAnlulve we. 2522,” $19RAUNK Wil 96 moufl 63 (22 wwieuy
2522), i1 40-49.

“USTNIAAENTTUMSNAILTE UL IR L%‘aqﬁ’fy%mwé’ﬂl,l,mﬁmﬁ W.A. 2562,” SIU1
WU Wl 136 poufivudl 95 € (17 wweu 2522), wih 8. wagsemseiludad
gndmSulsmeuauazan UM IENSSgUNU T T M NLianA w.a. 2562 a3
$uft 19 funau 2562.

342



Public Health policy & Laws Journal Vol. 6 No.2 July — December 2020

American Pharmacists Association. (2012). Drug Information Handbook: with
international trade name index. 21%. Ohio : Lexi-Comp.

Louisiana Department of Health. (2019). Louisiana Medicaid Opioid Prescription Policy.
Retrieved December 2, 2019. from
www.louisianahealthconnect.com/content/dam/centene/louisiana-health-
connect/pdfs/medicaid-provider/HPA17-7.pdf.

“Misuse of Drugs Act 1971,” Retrieved June 2, 2019. from https://www.health-
ni.gov.uk/articles/misuse-drugs-legislations.

“Ordinance on the Prescription, Dispensing and Proof of the Disposition of Narcotic
Drugs,” Retrieved December 3, 2019. from
www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/Gese
tze_und_Verordnungen/GuV/N/Narcotic_Drugs Prescription_Ordinance 19021
0.pdf

National Conference of State Legislatures. (2019). Prescribing Policies: States Confront
Opioid Overdose Epidemic. Retrieved December 1, 2019. from
www.ncsl.org/research/health/prescribing-policies-states-confront-opioid-
overdose-epidemic.aspx.

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence. (2016). Controlled drugs: safe use
and management (NICE guideline NG46).

New York State Assembly. (2019). SENATE BILL 8139. Retrieved June 2, 2019. from
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg video=&bn=508139&term=2015
&Summary=Y&Text=Y.

State of Arizona Senate. (2019). SENATE BILL 1001. Retrieved June 2, 2019. from
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/GetDocumentPdf/456564.

World Health Organization Geneva (1986). Cancer pain relief. Switzerland : The World
Health Organization.

343



