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Abstract

Received: 23 June 2022 The aim of this article is to review the related regulations and laws about
Revised: 30 July 2022 legal requirements on air monitoring record and medical record retention of
Accepted: 2 August 2022 occupational asbestos exposure in Thailand by comparing with abroad
regulations. Asbestos exposure is well known cause of mesothelioma which has
a long latency period and can be difficult to diagnose. Therefore, air monitoring
records at work and medical records must be retained for a long enough period
to verify asbestos-related mesothelioma. Thailand is one of the top countries in
terms of asbestos importer and usage. However, due to a lack of legal
requirements on air monitoring record retention, there were only 5 mesothelioma
cases that had occupational history of asbestos exposure. Whereas other
countries including United States, United Kingdom, Japan and Australia have legal
requirements on record retention for a long enough period which led to a large
increase in new cases over the last few decades. Consequently, many asbestos
regulations and policies were introduced in order to control the use of asbestos
and prevent asbestos-related diseases. This may raise concern about the possible
underreporting asbestos-related mesothelioma in Thailand and needs related

regulations, laws or policies improvement in the future.
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