Public Health Policy & Law Journal Vol. 9 No. 1 January-April 2023

Effect of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Outbreaks on

Immunization Service for Children Aged 0-5 in Yala Province

Irfan Hajietae!, Prapaporn Langputeh?

IMD., Krongpinang Hospital, Yala Province

2Ph.D.,, The Project of Faculty of Nursing, Fatoni University

* Corresponding author: plangputeh@ftu.ac.th

Original article

Received: 27 Sep 2022
Revised: 21 Oct 2022
Accepted: 28 Oct 2022

Abstract

This phenomenological qualitative research aimed to 1) study the impact
of COVID-19 outbreaks on immunization service for children aged 0-5 in Yala
province and 2) develop policy recommendations to promote vaccine coverage for
children 0-5 years under new normal circumstances. Data were collected from
Health Data Center (HDC), Ministry of Health welbsite and by using a semi-structured
questionnaire utilizing in- depth interviews with 24 participants, selected by
purposive sampling. The participants included; the hospital directors, nurses and
public health technical officers and parents. The data were thematically analyzed
and authenticated by participants, co-researcher and advisor.

The results showed that the vaccine coverage after COVID- 19
outbreaks was slightly declined in the 1-year age group but slightly increased in the
2, 3 and 5-year age groups. However, the average still remained lower than 70
percent in all groups. In addition, the infection and morbidity rates of measles,
diphtheria and pertussis tend to be lower than before the pandemic. The impact
of COVID-19 outbreaks on immunization service were grouped into 3 areas: 1) access
to services 2) quality and service, and 3) human resource management.

The policy recommendations in promoting vaccine coverage among
children aged 0-5 under new normal circumstances were; 1) promoting access to
immunization services 2) integrating proactive immunization and 3) human resource
management. Hence, to continue the immunization service among children aged

0-5 paralleling with COVID-19 control.
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